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Stick and Rudder 
By IRCC President Kevin PazdaThis Month’s Cover:

Benny Paz brings his RC parachute 
in for another safe landing after 

being dropped from an RC Airplane 
high above the IRCC Aerodrome!  

Benny’s winning entry became this 
month’s Model of the Month Entry!

Congratulations Benny!  

Here it is nearing the end of July, and I am embarrassed to say 
that I have missed most of the action at the field this month. I 
did sneak out the other night to have a look around, and 
everything appeared to be in good shape. I am delighted to see 
the participation in the mowing effort. Thank you to all who 
have been involved. 

Mowing – Jerry McGhee has created a schedule for mowing and has some open spots that need 
to be filled. If you have interest and have some time to mow some grass, make it known. I will 
say that it is very satisfying to stop and look around at the freshly cut field, enjoy the smell of 
the grass, and be proud of a finished job.

Open gates –I encourage everyone to continue to close and lock the gate when they are the last 
ones out. 

Health and Wellbeing – Summer has arrived; take care not to overexert yourself, stay hydrated, 
and take those rest breaks when you need them, and watch out for one another. 

As a child in Florida: “Counting down the days till summer was like I was about to win 
the lottery.”

As an adult in Florida: “Counting down the days till summer is over like I’m begging the 
Sun to stop slow-roasting me like a Publix rotisserie chicken.”

Field maintenance items – There are a few items that are in need of some attention. If you 
have ideas for solutions, let me know what they are:

• Runway cracks – There are some that need some love; the mode that we are in is to patch 
and stabilize. The biggest offender is on the main runway, West of the West pilot station. I 
understand that Rural King has pothole repair material that comes recommended. 

• Main entry – The container trailers, heavy trucks, and other equipment that have been 
moving in and out of the property have caused a rather large mud puddle in the entrance. 
I’ll be contacting the property owner to see what he may do to provide some relief in that 
area.  



Stick and Rudder Continued

We are hobbyists who dream, design, build, and fly model aircraft of all 
sizes for fun and competition. We do this because we enjoy the company of 
fellow enthusiasts, we love flight, and we want to see participation in our 
hobby grow.

Sincerely,
Kevin Pazda
Imperial R/C Club President 2026

Upcoming IRCC events

• National Model Aviation Day August 22nd complete with our Tri-Fecta Fun Fly!

I hope you get out to the field, get in a couple of flights, look out for your neighbor, and 
enjoy the little things. 



Stick and Rudder Continued
Continuous Information Update:  

 The 100 RC Missions Over Florida is alive and well for the 8th consecutive year!  The 100 Missions flight 
log is posted in the case at the center of the main pavilion.  Remember, this is a “Health Barometer”; if you’re 
feeling sick or curmudgeonly, come to the field, log some flights and you’re guaranteed to feel better!   Even if you 
get your “100”, please keep logging your sorties throughout the year as it is interesting to see the number of sorties 
that get logged by our members.

 If you notice anything broken or destroyed at the IRCC facility, please let Bill Pawl know about it and set 
the item aside, out of the way so that we may dispose of it properly.    

 Every Marine is a Rifleman and every member of the IRCC is a grass mower.    We have a club of over 100 
members and we need everyone to take their turn cutting the grass.   It takes a few hours to cut the field so that all 
of our members can fly safely on our well-manicured field and runways!  Jerry McGhee will coordinate any 
training needed to operate the equipment. Please contact Jerry McGhee via email at mcghee66@gmail.com  to join 
the crew!  

As a reminder, please do not fly over our northern boundary, which is the Se7en Wetlands and a bird sanctuary just 
north of our field.  If you see someone flying over the wetlands, say something to that pilot!  The IRCC membership 
has been doing a great job not flying over this boundary since it was made aware to us in February 2020!

No guest should be flying unless they are invited by an IRCC member, the member is present when their guest 
arrives, and the guest has a valid AMA membership.  If you’re unsure, ask the person in question to see their AMA 
and who their IRCC sponsor is.  As a member of the IRCC you have that right.  

Get out to the field, introduce yourself to someone you don’t know, and make a new friend, when landing keep your 
wings level with the horizon and main gears first as gently as you can!  

See you at the field!

Kevin Pazda
Imperial R/C Club President 2026



IRCC Meeting Minutes

July 4, 2026
Total Adult members 78  /   Needed for Quorum (20% w/2 Officers) 16

 Members Present:  27

• The Pledge of Allegiance was recited at 10:00 am by all in attendance and the meeting was called to 
order.  

• Visitors or new members:   Danny Milla, returning member; Mike Smith, new member, and Adell 
Reed, visitor

• Awards/Certificates 

• Model of the month certificate:   Wally Sundey

• 100 missions:   Jimmy Enderton, Preston Valk, Jeff Hughes, Greg Kiser

• Minutes – Motion to accept as published in the newsletter. Accepted 

• Treasurer’s Report – June payments due for those who split the year. All Good

• Membership Report    Currently 78 Full adults, 85 total

• Field and Maintenance Report 

• Mower operators and maintenance volunteers needed.    

• Golf Balls found in the flying area and grass runway by the mowing crew, damaging the 
zero-turn mower.   A motion was made to ban all golfing activity from the IRCC, the motion 
was seconded and passed unanimously by the members.   Violators will be trespassed and 
membership terminated.   Video surveillance has been installed at the field to assist in 
enforcement of this new rule.

• Instructors Report – Tom Carracino Starting with Mike Smith today

• Safety Report:  Bob Curry reported that Heat and hydration: Hydrate and take care with props and 
batteries.  No safety issues noted.

• Club Newsletter - Jerry McGhee All good

• Website - Ron McKie no issues 

• New Field Developments –  none

• Old Business – 

• AED Update: it is here and usable 

• Camera system update: working on improved power solution



IRCC Meeting Minutes Continued
• New Business: Larry Odom suggested getting a larger rotary mower; this will be discussed by the 

executive committee 

• Future Events (6-month look ahead) 

• National Model Aviation Day 2026 will be celebrated on Saturday, August 22, 2026. This day is dedica
ted to promoting the hobby of model aviation and encouraging clubs to celebrate it with community eve
nts. The AMA Foundation is excited to host various activities and events on this day, making it a great o
pportunity for model aviation enthusiasts to gather and share their passion for flying models.

• Benny Paz had a meeting with Lakeland Airport about using Paradise Field. It was a no. However, they 
will sponsor the event and promote it also; we will have a booth at Fun and Sun next year. Sanctioning 
has been done and approved for 4/2/2027-5/2/2027

• Over and Above Award: Benny Paz for his work with Lakeland Airport and Sun and Fun

• Model of the Month - Benny Paz for his Paratrooper 

• Announcements: David Raff Has Balsa wood for sale 

• Keith Genske reported that the new Radiomaster Transmitter is amazing and reliable!

• 50/50 Drawing  - Preston Valk 65.00

• Meeting Closed.11:07   
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Wally Sundey 
receives his Model of 
the Month certificate

Jimmy Enderton 
receives his 2026 100 
RC Missions Patch

Preston Valk receives 
his 2026 100 RC 
Missions Patch

Jeff Hughes receives 
his 2026 100 RC 
Missions Patch

Greg Kiser receives his 
2026 100 RC Missions 
Patch

Bob Curry briefs the club 
on his F-15 scratch build 
that turned into a Fleet Bi-
plane!





SAFETY MESSAGE



David Raff’s new RC Trailer 
buildout using parts he found on 
Amazon.com that give him RC 
Plane security while traveling 
and flexibility to modify the 
space.   He integrated a lot of 
the parts with other items like 
PVC, custom wing storage and 
a dog crate, custom shelving  to 
keep all of his radio and starting 
gear in place.  Great Job Dave!  
Check it out when you see him 
at the field!



Above:  Bob and Sean Curry, 
Father/Son Duo, show off Bob’s ¼ 
scale Balsa USA Fokker DVII.   
Bob built this in 2025 and 
successfully maidened it in 2026.

Top Right:  Bob Curry’s work on 
the empennage of his 2026 build, 
a Fleet Biplane.   Bob shared 
progress with us at the July 4th 
meeting.  

Right:  Bob shows us how he 
started the fuselage for his 2026 
Fleet Biplane build.



IRCC Tri-Fecta Fun Fly Grand Champions

2026 – COULD BE YOU!
2025 – Drew Powell
2024 – Jerry McGhee
2023 – Jerry McGhee
2022 – Wesley Miller
2021 – Rich Baker
2020 – Ryan Roberts
2019 – John Burdin
2018 – Jerry McGhee

2023

2022 2021 2020 2018 2019

202420252026

TBD

AUGUST 22, 2026, 8:30 am – 12:00 pm
NEXT CONTEST DATE



9th Annual IRCC TRIFECTA FUN FLY

The events for this Club Fun-Fly are meant to be non-plane-breaking events that any aircraft can do, that will test 
your skill and your luck.  Have fun, stay safe, keep your wings level, and hit whatever you’re going to hit as gently 
as you can.  This Fun Fly will take place on Saturday, August 22, 2026, at 08:30 AM start time in conjunction with 
the IRCC Family Day and the AMA’s National Model Aviation Day.  This early start allows us to finish before any 
unscheduled afternoon thunderstorms.

TROPHIES and RIBBONS
Three events, 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place for each event, with a ribbon for each place.  

1st, 2nd, and 3rd place trophies for overall combined scores to the top three finishers.
THE EVENTS

Event 1: Fly for 2 minutes
Event 2: Precision Landing
Event 3: Guess Your Speed

MAXIMUM POINTS PER EVENT:
EVENT 1:  100
EVENT 2:  120
EVENT 3:  100

TOTAL MAXIMUM NUMBER OF POINTS COMBINED:  320 Points

THE UNBENDABLE RULES FOR ALL EVENTS

1. Qualifications:  Must be an IRCC member (or a guest of an IRCC member) 
2. 2022 Rule Addendum:  A pilot may use a different aircraft for each event; however, in the event the 

aircraft does not complete an event, a substitute aircraft will not be used to complete the event. 
3. Scoring: For a score to be tallied, at least one wheel needs to land on the paved runway in each event before 

contacting the ground.
4. Any crash in any event will result in a score of Zero for that event.  Contestants will finish with the points they 

have earned before the crash.

INDIVIDUAL EVENT RULES:

EVENT 1:  FLY FOR TWO MINUTES
Time begins when the aircraft wheels leave the ground.  The pilot commences to fly his/her aircraft for two minutes 
without the aid of any timer or encouragement from the crowd and/or bystanders.  Detection of transmitter timers 
will result in a zero score.  Time ends when the aircraft lands on the paved runway.  The closest to the 2-minute time 
mark + or – (under or over the 2 minutes) will be ranked.  Scoring is as follows:
1st – 100 points
2nd – 75 points
3rd – 50 points
4th and below – 25 points

NATIONAL MODEL AVIATION DAY
9Th Annual IRCC TRIFECTA FUN FLY CONTEST RULES



EVENT 2:  PRECISION LANDING
Pilots will take off and make three touch-and-go landings with each landing being scored on the zone the wheel(s) 
touch into.  IRCC Runway is 585 feet long.  The scoring portion for this event will be 152 feet of scoring zones on 
the runway divided into 7 zones of 32’ 24’ 16’ 8’ 16’ 24’ 32’.   In case of wind direction change, the direction of the 
take-off will determine the score sequence. 

 i.e. left to right take off. The score will be 10/20/30/40/20/10/5  

One wheel of the main landing gear has to contact the scoring section of the runway and aircraft must maintain 
control after landing and remain in an airworthy condition. 

There will be 3 scored attempts, the pilot will have to call the landing prior to entering the base leg. If the pilot fails 
to land the score will be 0 and one attempt will be used. Any go-around without touching the runway will result in a 
zero score.  

EVENT 3:  Guess Your Speed
The pilot will call his speed prior to the flight.  The pilot will then take his/her aircraft off and have three attempts to 
fly at that speed.  Speed will be measured by a Doppler radar gun.  The closest matched speed of the three attempts 
to the speed called by the pilot will win.  The pilot may call any speed prior to take off.  For example:  Pilot 1 calls 
45 mph and flies 46mph.  Pilot 2 calls 55 mph and flies 53 mph.  Pilot 1 would win as they are +1mph and pilot 2 is 
– 2 mph.  If I pilot fails to land on the paved runway the score is 0.

Scoring is as follows:
1st – 100 points
2nd – 75 points
3rd – 50 points
4th and below – 25 points



Roll Call 2026

Log Your sorties!
• Flights must occur over the state of Florida
• 1Flight = 1 tank of fuel or 1 battery
• Crashes count as a single flight
• Touch-and-goes DO NOT count toward your 100 sorties count.

The Rules for the 100 Missions Over Florida

Tom Carracino
Drew Powell

Benny Paz
Jerry McGhee

Jim Giallombardo
Keith Genske
Glenn Griffin

Steve Ortiz
Todd Beatty

Jimmy Enderton
Preston Valk
Jeff Hughes
Greg Kiser



2026 
Model of the Year Nominees

January - June

January
Tim Meyer

Sig Kavalier
Kit

Builder of the Model: Yes

February
Tom Carracino

Viper Jet
ARF

Builder of the Model: No

March
Keith Genske

Eflite Cub
ARF

Builder of the Model: No

April
Brian Rivers
Fokker DR-1

Scratch Built
Builder of the Model: Yes

June
Wally Sundey

Phoenix Models WACO
ARF

Builder of the Model: Yes

May
Glenn Griffin

Flightline P-51 Mustang
ARF

Builder of the Model: Yes



2026 
Model of the Year Nominees

July - December

July
Benny Paz

RC Skydiver
ARF

Builder of the Model: Yes

August
TBD
TBD

Kit/ARF/Scratch
Builder of the Model: 

September
TBD
TBD

Kit/ARF/Scratch
Builder of the Model: 

October
TBD
TBD

Kit/ARF/Scratch
Builder of the Model: 

November
TBD
TBD

Kit/ARF/Scratch
Builder of the Model: 

December
TBD
TBD

Kit/ARF/Scratch
Builder of the Model: 















NEXT IRCC MEETING

Saturday 
August 1st, 2026

10:00 am





Central Florida RC Flying Clubs
Tri-County RC Club

Ocala Flying Model Club

Indian River RC Club

LARKS

RCACFHAM RC Club

Osceola RC Club

Mid Florida RC Club

TRAC

Imperial RC Club

Triple Creek RC Club
SPARKS RC Club

Sarasota RC Club

Venice RC Club

CSMS RC Club

Cape Coral RC Club



IRCC FIRE ANT CONTROL
If you see a mound, kill the mound!

The IRCC Fire Ants are in full bloom.   If you see a mound, kill the mound!  It 
is up to every member to help control these fire ants.  Do not wait for the 
next guy to take care of it. If you see it, you are responsible for it.  Go to the 
West end of the main shelter, open the fire ant killer bucket, scoop out one cup, 
sprinkle the contents in the cup on to the target mound and return the cup to the 
container, then seal the lid.  





PRESIDENT 
Kevin Pazda

President@imperialrcclub.com

VICE PRESIDENT 
Jerry McGhee

VPresident@imperialrcclub.com

SECRETARY 
Glenn Griffin

Secretary@imperialrcclub.com

TREASURER 
Steve Jaworski

Treasurer@imperialrcclub.com

DIRECTORS
Jim Giallombardo 3rd Year

David DeWitt 2nd Year
Tom Carracino 1st Year

FIELD MAINTENANCE OFFICER 
Bill Pawl

FieldMaintOfficer@imperialrcclub.com

SAFETY OFFICER
Bob Curry

SafetyOfficer@imperialrcclub.com

NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Jerry McGhee

mcghee66@gmail.com

WEBMASTER
Ron McKie

ronaldmckie@gmail.com

Propwash is published monthly by the Members of the 
Imperial Radio Control Club Inc.
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