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Stick and Rudder 
  
It is IRCC renewal time, Steve is collecting dues for 2024 and is offering an opportunity to 
split the regular $200 annual dues into two installments (please see the details here in the 
newsletter). If you know of any model airplane hobbyists, perhaps former club members, 
that may have drifted off but may still be interested. Please reach out to them and remind 
them that the rest of this year and all of next, can be had for the regular annual dues cost.  
 

I am looking forward to the Toys for Tots fly-in and Swap meet the first weekend in 
December. If you've got gear in your shop that you want to sell or trade, you might consider 
bringing it out. If you're looking for a new project, bring some cash. Above all, please 
remember to bring a toy, an airplane to fly, and an eagerness to have some fun and 
hopefully meet some new folks.  
 

Also Please remember the December meeting will be held on the 9th. 
 

December 10th is the date of the End of the Year Banquet! To be held at Kc's Artisan Pizza, 
6645 S Florida Ave, Lakeland. The menu will include House and Ceasar salad, Beef, 
Chicken, Rice, Pasta, Bread, Pizzas, Cheesecake, and fountain drinks. The cost is 
$34.99/person, we need to sign up and pay in advance.  
 

Model of the Year – Because of the short period between the December meeting and the 
banquet, the Model of the Year for 2023 shall be awarded at the January meeting. This 
shall allow the full consideration of all 12 months, models, before voting closes.    
 

2024 FLORIDA e-JET FEST - February 1-4, 2024 – The fliers have been posted on our 
website, as well as RCGroups.com. We are anticipating a great turnout and a fun time. We 
frequently get visitors from far and wide, and that provides a great opportunity to make 
some new friends. 
 

Amateur newspaper editors - If you have a little spare time and an interest in editing and 
composing the newsletter, please talk to David Raff. David has served as editor of the 
Propwash, since 2014, and through 4 administrations (including his own term as president). 
I wish to commend him on a job well done! Thank you, David.  
 

David DeWitt has replenished the yellow IRCC T-Shirts.  The shirts will be available for 
purchase at the monthly meeting or whenever you run into him at the field. You may also 
contact David via email benz425@aol.com to arrange your shirt purchase. 
 

Our 2023 100 missions log is posted and active. Record your flights and encourage others 
to do the same. There are members that have reached 100 missions, and even more 
closing in, just remember, it’s not a race, it is an accomplishment. 
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It is great to see everyone enjoying the hobby. Get on out to the field, bring an airplane to fly 
or a project for “show and tell”. Grab a coffee on the way, pick a comfortable chair and share 
a tale or two (hanger flying). If you’re feeling good, get a flight in and log it on the board. If 
you’re feeling grumpy, get 2 flights in.  

 
We are hobbyists who dream, design, build, and fly model aircraft of all sizes for fun and 

competition. We do this because we enjoy the company of fellow enthusiasts, we love flight, 
and we want to see participation in our hobby grow. 

 

 
 

Continuous Information Update:   
 

The 100 RC Missions Over Florida is alive and well for the 5th consecutive year!  The 100 
Missions flight log is posted in the case at center of the main pavilion.  Remember, this is a 
“Health Barometer”; if you’re feeling sick or curmudgeonly, come to the field, log some 
flights and you’re guaranteed to feel better!   Even if you get your “100”, please keep logging 
your sorties throughout the year as it is interesting to see the number of sorties that get 
logged by our members. 
 

If you notice anything broken or destroyed at the IRCC facility, please let Bill Pawl know 
about it and set the item aside, out of the way so that we may dispose of it properly.  
 

If you’re interested in joining the Grass cutting crew and you can spare some time to join the 
crew, it would certainly be appreciated to give those who are currently on the crew some 
welcomed relief as it takes a few hours to cut the field so that all of our members can fly 
safely on our well-manicured field and runways!  Bill Pawl will coordinate any training 
needed to operate the equipment. Please contact Bill Pawl via email at 
proppusher64@yahoo.com to join the crew!   
 

 

 

 

IRCC 2024 membership 
Where does the time go? 

Next thing you know, it’ll be IRCC membership renewal time and it’s never at a convenient time of 

the year. 

The life blood of the club is the revenue derived from our members’ annual dues payments. It pays 

the rent and keeps the field an open and attractive place to fly. 

The Clubs Officers and Directors are determined to do what’s necessary to retain and expand its 

membership and will provide assistance to make that easier. 

Membership renewal for 2024 is now open. 

Any full member looking at a $200 renewal may feel free to break that up into two payments with a 

$100 payment due by the end of 2023. 

The only caveat is that the full balance of dues needs to be paid in full by the end of March 2024, to 

retain your flying privileges. 

Your full membership privileges will be recognized on Jan 1st under this plan. 

If you choose this plan, all we ask is that you make a notation along with your first payment or email 

me at sajetguy@aol.com advising me that you are using this dues payment plan. 

Thank you, 

Steve J, Treasurer 

about:blank


 

 

  

The IRCC is still open for RC flying operations!  We are on a month-to-month lease (as we 
have been for the last 30 years) with Badcock and they have indicated that they have no 
plans for utilization of the land we fly on in the next few years.   
 
As a reminder, please do not fly over our northern boundary, which is the Se7en Wetlands 
and a bird sanctuary just north of our field.  If you see someone flying over the wetlands say 
something to that pilot!  The IRCC membership has been doing a great job not flying over 
this boundary since it was made aware to us in February 2020! 
 
No guest should be flying unless they are                                                                                      
invited by an IRCC member, the member                                                                                
is present when their guest arrives, and the                                                                                          
guest has a valid AMA membership.  If                                                                     you’re 
unsure, ask the person in question to see                                                                                         
their AMA and who their IRCC sponsor is.                                                                               
As a member of the IRCC you have that right.   
 
Get out to the field, introduce yourself to                                                                            
someone you don’t know, make a new                                                                                                  
friend, when landing keep your wings level                                                                                                           
with the horizon and main gears first as                                                                                             
gently as you can!   

                                                                                                                                             
See you at the field! 

Sincerely, 

Kevin Pazda 
Imperial R/C Club President -2023 
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IRCC MEETING MINUTES 
Saturday November 11th, 2023 

Recorded by William Reding 
 
President Kevin Pazda called the meeting to order with the pledge of 
allegiance at 10:00 A.M. sharp!    
  
New Members and Guests: We welcomed three visitors: Jacob Parker, 
who was a former member, and two friends of Jeff Hughes: Scott Mitchell 
and George.  Sorry - did not hear his last name. 
 
Awards & Certificates:  Wally Sundey received his Model of The Month 
Certificate for September.  100 Mission stickers were presented to Bill 
Pawl & Art Duncan. 
 
Minutes:  Motion to accept the minutes from the October meeting as 
posted in the newsletter.  Motion carried. 
 
Treasurers Report: Was made by Steve Jaworski. Steve informed 
members of the 25% loss of income from the 2 Tiano events going away. 
He advised not spending any money that was not pertaining to the field 
or equipment, unless we find a new source to makeup that lost income.  
 

Steve also gave the membership report as well. 99 current members and 

he is currently working on an updated roster. He also informed members 

that dues can be paid now and that they can be split into two payments 

for those who owe $200.00 a $100.00 payment now and the remaining 

balance before the end of March. He also reminded all those paying with 

Pay Pal about the 3% fee added to each transaction. 

Steve asked if you pay with cash, please have AMA information at hand 

so he can verify expiration date/No and if you are paying by check to 

please include AMA number and expiration date in memo part of check. 

Any questions about dues can be directed to Steve himself and his 

contact information is in the newsletter.                        

Membership Report:  Our membership is 99 full members with 6 of 
these being Jr. members.  
 
Field Maintenance Report:  Bill Paull reported Everything is good 
equipment-wise and he thanked all those who have help maintain the 
field this year. Reminded all about taking it easy in the driveway not 
leaving holes from spinning tires or turning sharp causes potholes. 
 
Safety Report:  No safety issues to report. 
 
Instructor Report:  Jeff Hughes said all things are good and all 
equipment in good shape. He has 4 to 5 students off and on.  
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IRCC MEETING MINUTES (Continued) 
 

Website:  Ron McKie Reported that everything is running well with the website. An event registration for 
the E-Jet fest shall be added as well as a link from the announcement on RCGroups.com 
 

Club Newsletter:  David Raff reminded us that he intends to step away from editing the newsletter, we 
are presently seeking someone to take that role on. Please consider contributing some time to keep the 
newsletter vibrant and informative. Contact David for more information. 
 

New Field Search:  We have a letter of agreement for two new locations and much discussion came 
about both places. Where they were located and how much work would take to be able to fly at each 
location. Kevin gave a great amount of information about both sites and also has sent out a club e-mail 
with more in-depth details about each site since the meeting. No deal is set in stone and no cost of a 
lease or development has been determined at either site. The Club will be applying for FRIA’s for both 
sites as well. 
 

Old Business:  FRIA’s for both of our current fields have been granted. 
Kevin to post operation zones for both fields as soon as he can get them printed that show per FRIA 

where we can fly. 

Don't forget - December’s meeting has been moved to the 9th due to TFT fun fly and swap meet. 

Bob Curry and Kevin Pazda attended the school show last month at Winston Academy of Engineering in 

Lakeland and reported it as a very big hit with the students, especially the foamy even though this was 

for wood and balsa construction. 

Fire Ant Control – Every member is responsible for Fire Ant Control. 
 

Trash Collection - No issues everyone's been doing a good job of keeping the place picked up. 
 

New Business:  Motion was made and seconded to elect all officers and directors as they were listed in 
the last newsletter.  Vote was taken and motion carried, so all officers were elected as listed below: 
 

President - Kevin Pazda 
Vice President - David DeWitt 

Secretary - William Reding 
Treasurer - Steve Jaworski 

3rd year Director - Bill Littlefield 
2nd year Director - Jerry McGhee 
1st year Director - Gary Snyder 

 

Future Events:  Toys for Tots Fun Fly - First weekend in December, David DeWitt asked for help with 
cooking and registration. The cost to participate is $20.00 donation or a $10.00 donation and an 
unwrapped toy.  
The End of The Year Banquet will be held at KC pizza on December 10th at a cost of $35.00 per person 
paid in advance to Jerry McGhee 
 

Over and above Nominations:  Motion was made and seconded to nominate Kevin Pazda and Bob 
Curry for their participation in the Winston Academy School of engineering event, vote was taken and 
carried.  Thank you and Congratulations to both Kevin and Bob, job well done. 
 

Model of The Month:  Only one plane was entered, and it was Glenn Griffen's SIG Kadet senior sport.  
Congratulations to Glenn. 
 

50/50 Drawing:  Bill Pawl won the $53.00 pot.  Congratulations Bill. 
 

Motion to close meeting - seconded and carried. The meeting was adjourned. 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

Wally Sundey is 
pictured with club 

president Kevin Pazda 
after receiving his 

Model of The Month 
Certificate for his 

October Super Cub 
entry. 

Wally gets two thumbs 
as he is being 

“photobombed” by Jim 
Giallombardo and Jerry 

McGhee! 

 

Bill Pawl & Art 
Duncan decided 

to share the 
spotlight together 

after receiving 
their 100 R/C 
Mission Over 

Florida patches. 



 

  

 

 

Drew Powell 

Jerry McGhee  

Jeff Hughes 

Glenn Griffin 

Todd Beatty 

Steve Franc 

Roger Griffith 

Bill Pawl 

Art Duncan 

2024 Membership Dues 
Where does the time go? 

Next thing you know, it’ll be IRCC membership renewal time and it’s never at a 
convenient time of the year. 

 

The life blood of the club is the revenue derived from our members’ annual dues 
payments. It pays the rent and keeps the field an open and attractive place to fly. 

 

The Clubs Officers and Directors are determined to do what’s necessary to retain 
and expand its membership and will provide assistance to make that easier. 

 

Membership renewal for 2024 is now open. 
 

Any full member looking at a $200 renewal may feel free to break that up into two 
payments with a $100 payment due by the end of 2023. 

 

The only caveat is that the full balance of dues needs to be paid in full by the end of 
March 2024 in order to retain your flying privileges. 

 

Your full membership privileges will be recognized on Jan 1st under this plan. 
If you choose this plan, all we ask is that you make a notation along with your first 

payment or email me at sajetguy@aol.com advising me that you are using this dues 
payment plan. 

 

Thank you! 
Steve J, Treasurer 

 



 

 

 

 

Our annual Toys For Tots Toy Drive event was held this past weekend and by all 
accounts, was a great success with a relatively large participation from AMA 
member from all over the state of Florida! 
   

A special thank you goes out to David DeWitt for accepting to be the Contest 
Director for the event and for everyone that donated some of their time to make this 
event happen especially those that helped with the concessions and food! 
 

Although I couldn’t make it for the event myself due to an unforeseen medical issue, 
I did get a chance to stop by on Sunday thanks to my wife and dropped off the toys 
we had to donate.  At that time, it looks like there was about two and a half boxes 
full! 
 

After talking a few moments with Kevin & David, it was decided that we would 
continue the collection through the meeting next Saturday so if you weren’t able to 
get by the field but would still like to help put a smile on a child’s face on Christmas 
morning, bring your unwrapped toy(s) to the meeting and we will add to the rest. 

                                                                                                        David Raff 



 

 

  

 



 

 
 

  

The following pictures were sent in by our V/P David DeWitt after a recent trip he made 
that took him through Waynesville N.C.  I know that there are several of our members that 

either piloted or were transported in one of these birds at one time or another.  

The sound of an inbound Huey is unmistakable regardless of how far away it is and was 
always a welcomed sound to US troops and their allies whether bringing re-enforcements, 

supplies or transport back from the battlefields. 

 

  



 

 

   

 

 



 

 

       
 
 
 

        
 
 

  

Sunday December 10th, 2023 - 5:30 to 7:30 PM 

 

 

Dan Hudson – 2018 / Steve Jaworski – 2019   
Jim Giallombardo & Capt. Mike Porter - 2020 
Dennis Peterson – 2021 / Bob Curry - 2022   

Model of the Year – Because of the short period between the December meeting and 
the banquet, the Model of the Year for 2023 shall be awarded at the January meeting. 
This shall allow the full consideration of all 12 months, models, before voting closes.    
 

 NOTE: Jerry McGhee will be collecting the money for this at the meeting on Saturday 
so that he can give KC’s a headcount for Sunday so if you are planning on attending, 
be sure to bring your money with you to the meeting. 
 



 

 

  

 

 



 

  

  

 
 



 

 

  

 

 
Thanks Jim Giallombardo! 

 



 

 

  

 

 

YES – unfortunately they are still out there! 
 

 



 

 

  

 

 

The IRCC Combination has been changed for 2023! 

Please make sure your AMA membership is current 

Pay your 2023 IRCC dues to get the combination. 

 

One of the “dumpsters” (sorry, couldn’t resist) has been removed!  The cost to keep this with the 
recent change of service providers and increase in the monthly bill made it necessary to bring up at 

the February meeting to discontinue this service and have the dumpster removed.  This was 
discussed, voted on and approved by members present.  The trash cans that were in the main 

pavilion have also been removed.  Be sure to take whatever trash you may have home with you and 
dispose of there.  Thank you all in advance for your cooperation! 

 



 

 

 

IRCC FIRE ANT CONTROL 

If you see a mound, kill the mound! 

The IRCC Fire Ants are in full bloom.   If you see a mound, kill the mound!  It is up to every member to 

help control these fire ants.  Do not wait for the next guy to take care of it.  If you see it, you are 

responsible for it.  Go to the West end of the main shelter, open the fire ant killer bucket, scoop out one 

cup, sprinkle the contents in the cup on to the target mound and return the cup to the container, then seal the 

lid.   
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

Newsletter Articles Welcome 
Have something of interest that you would like to share. Please 

forward to the editor at 

raff7113@msn.com 

 

 

 

 


