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It’s Time For Some  

Since 1978, the voice of the Imperial R/C Club 

The IRCC President’s Points 
By Jerry McGhee – President 

 

WELCOME BACK SNOWBIRDS!   Hopefully you all are 
unpacked, your air conditioners are still working and 
you’re settling back in for the next 6 months of awesome 
Florida weather with a heavy dose of RC flying at the 
IRCC!   
 

At the October meeting we discussed the need to repair 
the hog damage just North of the paved runway.  We 
have contracted with a landscaper who specializes in this 
type of repair.  Our repair day was rained out with 
Tropical Storm Nestor on Saturday October 19, 2019, Bill 
Pawl is in charge of scheduling the event.  We will push 
out another notice when we reschedule.  Please do not fly 
when the landscapers are present, we have contracted 
with them for 5 hours of work, please let Bill supervise 
them without interference.  If you see a problem, notify 
Bill and he’ll take care of it with the Landscaper. 
 

It’s time to nominate new club officers for the annual 
November election.  Gary Snyder has reconsidered and 
has decided to stay on as treasurer for another year!  We 
have one opening for director; however, all positions are 
open and any member can run against any position. Per 
the IRCC By-Laws, four positions are Club Officer 
positions, the rest are Directors and key positions on the 
IRCC Executive Committee that have key input to 
budgeting and guiding Club Officer decisions to keep the 
club safe, operational and a fun place to fly.   If you’re 
interested in putting your name in the hat for a position, 
please see any club officer.  The current club officer 
nominations are as follows: 
 

1. CLUB OFFICER: President – Jerry McGhee 
2. CLUB OFFICER: Vice President – David DeWitt 
3. CLUB OFFICER: Treasurer – Gary Snyder 
4. CLUB OFFICER: Secretary – Jim Giallombardo 
5. Director: Bill Littlefield (Third Year) 
6. Director: Chris Trumble (Second Year) 
7. Director: VACANT 

Nominees: Tommy Nolin – Bob Curry 
8. Safety Officer: Richard Moffitt 
9. Field Maintenance Officer: Bill Pawl 
10. Chief Flight Instructor: Jeff Hughes 

 

 

We’re still touching into the 90-degree days, please stay 
hydrated and keep an eye on each other!  We are getting 
into the really great Florida flying weather!   
 

Club hats are here and we have 3 in stock!  See me at the 
field when I’m there!  Price is $15 each. 
 

Gary Snyder and Richard Moffatt did a great job the last 
couple of months teaching the club on the use of throttle 
cut and the differences between Spectrum and Futaba 
radios when it comes to using throttle cut.   
 

The 2nd annual IRCC End of Year Banquet is coming up.  
Get yourself and/or your date ready!  December 7, 2019 
at the Mas Verde’ banquet hall in Lakeland!  It was a great 
time last year and should double down on that this year.  
Please sign up with Richard Moffatt by email at 
righteousrichard@aol.com Pay at the door on the night of 
the event! 
 

The city of Lakeland has contacted us as an “interested 
party” as they are considering an easement on the east 
side of our field.  They are in contact with the owners and 
the easement documents are included in this month’s 
newsletter for your review.  I am by no means an expert 
in this matter, if you have concerns that we need to 
address with the City, please bring them up at the 
November meeting and I will consolidate them in our 
response to the City. 
 
 

Model of the Year is also coming up!  Dan Hudson will be 
turning over his big trophy to the next Model of the Year 
winner!  If you won a model of the month, then you’re in 
the running for Model of the Year!  There are still 2 slots 
open for Model of the Year!  If you’re interested in 
running, you should bring in your model for 
consideration!   
 

Thank you all for being awesome and taking care of 
business and being great RC modelers!  It is truly an honor 
to be your President and I enjoy flying with you! 
 

Get out to the field, be a friend, keep your wings level 
with the horizon and hit whatever you’re going to hit as 
gently as you can!  See you at the field! 

Sincerely, 

Jerry McGhee 
President, IRCC 
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IRCC MEETING MINUTES 
Saturday October 5th, 2019 

Recorded by Club Secretary 
Jim Giallombardo  

 

Pledge of Allegiance 
 

The monthly meeting of the IRCC was 
brought to order at 10:00 am by 
president Jerry McGhee. 
 

New Members & Guests: New 
members Donald Patterson, Jack 
Daniels and returning member’s Shelly 
Smith & Paul Jones were recognized 
along with guest Mike Williams. 
 

Awards/Certificates Presentations:   
The sportsmanship award was 
presented to Chris Trumble, Terry Buck 
and Jim Giallombardo. 
 

Cpt Mike Porter received the model of 
the month for his aircraft presentation. 
 

Mark Durkac received his solo 
certificate. 
 

Wally Sundey, Gary Marshall, Todd 
Beatty, and John Burdin received their 
100 Mission over Florida patch. 
 

Minutes:  A motion to accept the 
September minutes as posted in the 
club newsletter, Propwash, was made 
and accepted. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: Gary Snyder 
reported that we are in the summer 
months where the expenses exceed 
the income. There is little to no income 
during this time of the year. The club 
should be back in a positive cash flow 
by the end of the year as member 
renewals begin to arrive. New 
membership cards arrived so members 
are encouraged to renew. Now is the 
time for new members to join because 
they will receive the remainder of this 
year, plus all of next year, 15 months, 
for only $100.00. The deal of the year. 
 

Gary reported that checks for both 
charities to aide in the Bahamas 
recovery have cleared the bank. 
 

Membership Report: We currently 
have 128 members, which includes the 
new members received this day. 
 

Field Maintenance Report: Bill Pawl 
reported the grass mowing has slowed 
considerably due to the decrease in the  

 

rain. If members find a hole or depression 
in the field which needs repaired to mark it 
and let him know so it can be repaired. A 
contractor has provided an estimate to 
repair the severe hog rooting on the west 
end of the grass landing strip. Bill will 
have him check and estimate repairs 
needed in the ditches in the front as you 
enter the gate. It’s was recommended to 
keep it clean to allow travelers on the 
highway to see the field to encourage 
entry for new membership. A few free 
items remain in the parts bin for members 
to take.  
 

Safety Report: Richard Moffatt reported a 
lot of work has been done by Gary Snyder 
to promote the throttle cut procedure on 
all pilot’s radios. Gary will demonstrate 
this set up on both Futaba and Spectrum 
radios later in the meeting. He also asked 
to continue the good practice of Take Off 
and Landing announcements.  
 

Instructors Report: Jeff Hughes reported 
that all training equipment is in good 
shape. He has several students at 
different levels, and all are progressing. 
 

Club/Newsletter & Website: David Raff 
congratulated Diego Escobar for his 1st 
place win in the intermediate class of the 
aerobatic competition recently held at the 
Crestview Model Aviators field in 
Crestview, FL.  Pictures have been posted 
in the September newsletter. If anyone 
has pictures of interest, please forward 
them to David so he can post them for all 
members to see and enjoy. 
 

Ron McKie (Webmaster) has suggested 
posting other club’s calendars on the 
IRCC website, so all members have an 
opportunity to attend other events if they 
so desire.  
 

New Site Search Committee: The search 
for a new field is on hold pending review 
on how to effectively proceed. 
 

Old Business: Jerry McGhee 
encouraged members to continue with the 
100-mission goal.   

There are several club hats available at 
$15.00 each. New hats will be ordered 
when this supply is sold.  
 

Gary Snyder demonstrated to all attending 
members the throttle cut feature on both 
the Futaba and Spectrum radios. 
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IRCC MEETING MINUTES (Continued) 
 

Old Business (Continued):  
A throttle cut should be set up for each individual aircraft programmed in your radio. He offered his assistance to 
help members in their radio setup. Gary provided a printed sheet explaining the procedure of how and when to arm 
your electric aircraft. 
 

David DeWitt and Bob Curry reported the situation between FTE and the City of Lakeland has been worked out. 
FTE events are renewed for the next three years. 
 

Ryan Roberts reported on the status of the Bahama Islands as it will be a long recovery process for the affected 
islands. He thanked the club for their generosity.  Ryan grew up in the Bahamas and still has family there.  
 

New Business: Officer nominations are being received for the upcoming club officer elections. See a club officer to 
have your name entered if you have an interest in any position.  Club officers in currently filled positions may 
choose to stay in a position, however all positions are subject for new nominees. Two positions will be vacant, 
treasurer and director.  
 

Tommy Nolan has volunteered to help with the Raffles at the club meeting and FTE events as Bill Pawl has a full 
schedule with the amount of field maintenance he conducts. Thank You Tommy. 
 

If anyone sees a visitor enter the field, members are encouraged to talk with them and learn of their interest. Also, 
to invite them to participate and of the enjoyment of being a member of the IRCC. 
 

Wally clarified the visitor policy of having a member being present with a sponsored visitor and limited to 2 flights 
per year. 
 

Jeff Hughes has a still in the box, new FA-18 hornet for sale, if anyone is interested to contact him.  
 

Future Events: The upcoming annual banquet is scheduled for Dec 7, 2019 at Tierra Verde, Chris Trumble talked 
with the chef about the menu and the price. Details will be in next month’s newsletter. 
 

Anyone interested in acquiring their CD (Contest Director) license which is needed to host an event should contact 
club president Jerry McGhee or David DeWitt. 
 

Sportsmanship Award: Gary Snyder was recommended for the award based on his efforts to describe the 
Throttle Cut Procedure and demonstrations on the radio set ups.  
 

Model of the Month: Three members presented aircraft with the vote going to George Nauck for his presentation 
of the ARF model Dornier he got from Richmond RC in British Columbia.  
 

Society of Aircraft Demolishers (SAD) Award: Buddy Shackleford and David Dewitt shared the award as a result 
of the crash of Buddy’s Yak 54 piloted by David. 
 

50/50 Drawing:  Bill Pawl collected $155.00 and split $77.50 between the club and the winning ticket holder, Diego 
Escobar. 
 

Motion to Close: The October meeting officially closed at 11:00am.  

 
Mas Verde Clubhouse – Lakeland FL. 



     
                                            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Below Chris Trumble, Terry Buck, Jim Giallombardo, Ian Clark, Buddy Shackleford and Frank Stevens all 
received their Sportsmanship Award.  This is presented to any member nominated who, through their 
actions, have provided support to the club or club members.  Congratulations to all! 

   

  



   
 
 
                     
                       
              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ROLL CALL 
 

GEORGE GORDON 

ART DUNCAN 

JERRY MCGHEE 

JEFF HUGHES 

LANCE BIDDLE 

VIC ALLEN 

ROGER GRIFFITH 

IAN CLARK 

CHARLIE PATTERSON 

BILL PAWL 

ANDY BOLIG 

TOMMY NOLIN 

DAN HUDSON 

JIM GIALLOMBARDO 

WALLY SUNDEY 

GARRY MARSHALL 

TODD BEATTY 

JOHN BURDIN 

MARK DURKAC 

 

  

 

  

The 100 Missions Over 

Florida list of pilots is 

growing.  The latest group 

to join this elite squadron 

include:     

(Top Left) Wally Sundey, 

(Top Right) Garry Marshall, 

(Center) Todd Beatty, 

(Bottom Left) John Burdin 

(Bottom Right) Mark 

Durkac. 

You still have time to log 

your flights and get   your 

patch!  



                                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

IRCC October 2019 Award Winner 
 

DAVID DEWITT & BUDDY SHACKLEFORD 
 

The October 2019 Society of Aircraft Demolishers “Aircraftus Fragmentum” was called to 

order by the President of the IRCC.  There was a flurry of unadulterated nominations thrown 

to the floor, all detailing in varying levels of detail that of the unfortunate and dumb thumb 

maneuvers that continually attract nominations for this prestigious award throughout the 

membership of the IRCC (and that of the world RC flying public).  But it was the dumbest 

thumb who wins this award and without further ado, we shall proceed with the newest of the 

2019 members whom now share this month’s S.A.D. award! 

 

There are very few, precious, trusting relationships in the RC community than that between the 

owner/maintainer of an aircraft and that of the pilot.  For most, this relationship is in the form 

of one person, however, there are some circumstances where this relationship dynamic is 

occupied by distinct individuals.  For this month’s SAD report, we have Buddy Shackleford, 

the owner/maintainer of the stricken YAK 54 Aerobatic plane and our pilot who is prominently 

featured in this award, Mr. David DeWitt        

 

It was a hot, sunny, light breeze kind of day in South Florida.  Buddy had waited for months to 

send the Yak 54 on an aerobatic spending spree of fuel, aerobatic glory and most of all, 

absolute fun doing what he loves.  But, as most things go, there is always a first!  In this case, 

“the first” is that of the maiden flight of Buddy’s Yak.  Now, Buddy is a competent pilot and a 

good man who loves this hobby and is a great person to have in the club, so we hate to see ANY 

maiden flight go bad as it’s just not fair to the airplane.  As Buddy’s mental divorce was not yet 

complete between his wallet and the aircraft and the precipitous gorge that lay between him 

and the future health and wellbeing of the YAK 54 being that of the MAIDEN FLIGHT, Buddy 

opted for a safe and reasonably sound solution to that problem, he chose, a test pilot! 

Buddy chose his test pilot with careful resume’ reviews, personal knowledge, likeability, 

average height of the tester, good automobile taste, his like for beer, notwithstanding his 50+ 

years of RC modeling experience and all-in-all good guy factor, please, without further delay, 

let me introduce you to Buddy’s test pilot for the day…I mean this event…Mr. David DeWitt 

(in case you didn’t guess it by the title already)!   
 

 



 
 David is a remarkably accomplished pilot and great IRCC administrator!  He is definitely not a 

show boater, he is, without a doubt, meticulous and trustworthy on a maiden flight, so when he 

screws-the-pooch, you know it was worth watching; like a multi-car pile-up at the Talladega 

500!  Our hero in this saga, Buddy, put all his trust and love into David’s skilled hands, with the 

intent and hopes of a successful maiden to get Buddy to the other side of the crevasse with the 

maiden flight and propel Buddy into his hopes and dreams of flying a remarkable airplane.   

 

The flight began like any other maiden, a push forward on the throttle and the pilot’s instincts 

and hand-eye-coordination to get through the 1st flight!  Reading and reacting!  Sometimes it’s 

good, sometimes it’s exciting (not a good kind)!  David pushed the throttle forward and away 

the Yak 54 went into the wild blue to embark on what it was built for.  The airplane was 

magnificent!  It trimmed out with no problem and David began to open it up a bit to see what it 

could do!  The aircraft flew well for about 5 minutes…then…it happened.  Without warning a 

giant, unforgiving, unpredictable rogue wave of violent air, came sweeping across the field just 

like the tidal wave in the Poseidon Adventure!  Buddy’s plane was hit and the wings began to 

violently rock, roll and yaw as if it had lost control (which it had), the pilot, David, fought it 

with every ounce of his will, the plane began to descend rapidly as if it was being pushed from 

above with wings swapping ends, the engine made the death scream that so many of us in the 

“peanut gallery” heard and caused every RC pilot in that gallery to suddenly look to witness 

the death scream of a stricken aircraft!  One wing touched the ground, then the other, then the 

tail, then it pitched up, rolled inverted and without missing a beat, the airplane crashed plowing 

the nose into the aerodrome grass, leaving an impressive divot and a trail of broken parts and 

debris!  

 

As in Professional Sports, upon further review, it was hard to determine if the actual root cause 

of the aircraft was indeed this rogue wave of air, a failed radio receiver, or the unintentional 

pilot induced oscillation of wing rock due to a stall coming out of a looping maneuver.  So…we, 

the members of the IRCC decided it was best to not give Dave all the credit and we castigated 

the blame on the two individuals at the center of this story; the pilot and the builder!  

  

It is with great honor and pride that we offer this month’s SAD patch to Mr. David DeWitt & 

Mr. Buddy Shackleford, as it is the ninth noted crash of the 2019 flying season; an award that 

we are all subject to earning at any given time in consolation for our stricken aircraft who we  

bravely launch into the skies in a constant pursuit of our Constitutional right to pursue and  

find happiness.  

 

 

 

 

Thank you, David  

and Buddy, for this 

offering to the SAD  

community! 

 

 

Until next month… 
 

 

  



 
2nd Annual 

IRCC End of Year Banquet 

Saturday December 7, 2019  
6PM – 9PM 

MAS VERDE CLUB HOUSE  
2600 Harden Blvd, Lakeland, FL 33803 

 

Sign up with Richard Moffatt righteousrichard@aol.com  
 

MUSIC / FOOD / DANCING / PRIZES / FUN 
 

VOTE FOR MODEL OF THE YEAR! 
 

$18.00 per person 
 

~ DINNER MENU ~ 
 

Christmas salad w/ ranch & Italian dressing 
Soft rolls w/ butter 

  
Carved Prime rib w/ Au-Jus & creamy horseradish sauce 

Grilled Chicken Caprese w/ Sunburst Tomatoes, Basil, Provolone, & Balsamic 
Chef’s Scallop potatoes 

Southern Style Green Beans w/ Bacon & Onions 
  

Red Velvet cake, Pecan Pie, Pumpkin Pie, Apple Pie, Carrot cake 
  

Iced Tea Sweet & Unsweet, Gourmet Flavored Water 
Coffee 

  
Includes Chaffing dishes, Upscale Plate & Plastic ware, Cups, Napkins 

Buffet Set-up & breakdown, Buffet Decorations 
Plate pick-up & Service   

One server manager   
One Executive Chef (Carver) 

  
Executive Chef Michael Ambrosino 

Phone (813) 757-8452  /  Cell (863) 440-6849 
 
 

Have a great Day ☺ 
 

mailto:righteousrichard@aol.com


   
 

  



 
   



 

Once again there were three models in contention for this month’s award.  (Below Left) Jeff Hughes is 
shown presenting his Corsair.  (Below) Talking about his “Iconic” Dornier DO27 is George Nauck.  (Below 
Right) Wally Sundey entered his Hanger 9, 108.3” - 30CC Valiant into the competition. 

 

  

 

Georges “oldie but a goodie” won out over the other two 
entries.  Congratulations George! 

DORNIER DO 27  
SPECIFICATION: 

Wingspan: 67.75 in. 

Length: 49.6 in. 

Power: .46 (2 Stroke) - .52 (4 Stroke) 

Radio Required – 6 Channel 

Servo’s: 6 - 7 

History:  The DO27 was developed from the DO25, an 
aircraft designed to a Spanish military requirement for a 
STOL (Short Take Off & Landing) light utility aircraft. The 
first flight took place on June 27, 1955 in Spain.  The 
German Luftwaffe and German Army operated a total of 
428 of the DO27A and DO7B (dual controls).  The Dornier 
was most notable for being the 1st mass-produced aircraft 
in Germany after World War II. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

By: Club President - Jerry McGhee 

In January 2018 when I hosted my first IRCC club meeting 
as President, one of the agenda items was to revitalize the 
Model of the Month contest at the club meeting with a 
crowning moment for the Model of the Year Trophy which 
will be presented at the IRCC Banquet this December. 

The trophy you see here is a “perpetual trophy” meaning 
it will be passed from each winner of the Model of the 
Year contest and each winner’s name will be inscribed in 
the center plaque.  Over the years you will see a variety of 
club members names who will “live forever” on this trophy 
as it is earned each year.  The trophy stands 28 inches tall 
and is approximately 11 inches wide. 

To qualify for the Model of the Year trophy and have a 
chance for your name to be on the trophy, all you must do 
is enter your model at the monthly club meeting and be 
voted Model of the Month by your peers.  At the 
December meeting each year, the IRCC will show all the 
model of the month winner’s pictures with their planes 
and the membership who is present at the IRCC annual 
banquet will vote for the Model of the Year.   

The winner will have their name inscribed on the trophy 
and will retain possession of the Model of the Year trophy 
at their house for a period of 12 months where they will 
then bring the trophy to the IRCC December banquet and 
will surrender the trophy and receive their permanent 
Model of the Year Plaque.   

The next winner of the Model of the Year for the following year will then follow suit as the previous 
winner of the Model of the Year trophy and so on and so on for perpetuity. 

Any member of the IRCC may enter any plane of their choosing to qualify for the Model of the Month and 
subsequent eligibility into the Model of the Year Contest at the IRCC banquet.  This model can be 
anything from a scratch built, kit built, modified ARF or an out of the box ARF.  The intent is to celebrate 
model aircraft and the men and women who fly them. 

In the event that more than one model is presented at the Model of the Month contest, the IRCC 
membership will vote by majority for the models presented.  It is important that the IRCC membership 
take note of craftsmanship and effort put into each model presented when casting their vote for Model 
of the Month and subsequent Model of the Year. 

I look forward to seeing the names that get permanently inscribed on this perpetual trophy of the IRCC 
Model of the Year Award. 

 



Prop Charts For Model Airplane Engines 

 

 

The following was sent in by member George Nauck from an article he found online.  Thanks George! 



 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Starting Propeller sizes are mid-range pitch props that should fly just about any plane designed 

for that size engine. Use these first as in most cases they will be close to being the correct size. 

Then use trial and error to try and fine tune the maximum performance from your ship by trying 

the alternate props. If none work better stick with the recommended starting prop.  

 

Below are some safety items that although seem elementary still need to be repeated regarding 

propellers and their use.  

Install the prop with the curved side of the blade facing forward and tighten the prop nut or bolt 

with the proper size wrench.  

Recheck the tightness of the nut or bolt often, especially on wood props which tend to 

compress and loosen more often.  

When starting the engine, keep spectators at least 20 feet clear of the model and out of the path 

of the propeller.  

Keep hands away from the prop as much as possible. Use a chicken stick or and electic starter.  

Keep face and body out of prop arc as engine is started and run.  

Make all adjustments from behind the prop except on pusher prop installations.  

Never throw anything into the prop to stop the engine. Use a kill switch or pinch off the 

engine's fuel supply.  

Discard any prop with nicks, scratches, splits, cracks or any other sign of damage. Never 

attempt to repair, alter or bend a prop.  

Don't run an engine in areas of loose gravel or sand for the prop can throw such material into 

your face and eyes. It's not a bad idea to wear eye protection.  

Keep loose clothing, shirt sleeves, and other such items away from the prop and avoid carrying 

objects that can fall into the prop such as pens, screwdrivers, etc.  

Be sure to keep the glow driver wire out of the prop path.  

If a spinner is used, be certain that its edges are not in contact with the propeller blades.  

 

Newsletter Articles  

Welcome 
Have something of interest that you would  

like to share. Please forward to the editor at 

 raff7113@msn.com  
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