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It’s Time For Some  

Since 1978, the voice of the Imperial R/C Club 

The IRCC President’s Points 
By Jerry McGhee – President 

 

 

March is holding true as the windiest month of the year!   
It came in like a lion and it’s going out like a lamb 
(thankfully)!  During one of the last windy days of March 
(on the 20th or 21st) a belated “Ides of March” wind 
exercised its wrath on our field and blew several of the 
chairs, tables over and about to make a real mess, it even 
flipped the big heavy bleachers around.  Luckily for us Mr. 
Bill Pawl happened to check on the field as he regularly 
does and like a good Navy man on watch and he restored 
order to the field!  Thank you, Bill! 

This past month has also proven to be a busy month for 
the IRCC just as February was!  We had three events that 
showcased IRCC hospitality, skill and spirit for giving back 
to our beloved hobby!  These events were SAE Aero 
Design, Florida Jets and an opportunity to provide an 
educational presentation at Sleepy Hills Middle School in 
Lakeland.   

First up IRCC hosted to some of the SAE Aero Design 
international competition teams to test fly and practice 
with their aircraft utilizing IRCC as an auxiliary field at the 
beginning of the month.  The SAE college teams had to 
video their aircraft flying prior to entering the competition 
at Paradise Field at Lakeland Linder Airport.  By all reports, 
the teams were successful, and went on to compete.  
Many thanks to the IRCC members who volunteered their 
time to host these international SAE teams at the IRCC 
field! 

The annual Florida Jets International Jet competition 
hosted by IRCC member Frank Tiano is always a treat for 
me personally to attend and participate in as a volunteer.  
It is an amazing undertaking and it is a first class 
international RC event and I’m very glad that IRCC is a part 
of it!  A big round of applause to David DeWitt for 
spearheading the volunteers who took time out of their 
lives to participate and be ambassadors for the IRCC to the 
international RC community who attended!  Many thanks 
to Wally Sundey and Bill Pawl who divided and conquered 
as mobile raffle ticket salesmen and to the many IRCC 
members who worked our IRCC booth, participated with 
crowd control and the always busy flight line crew  
 

 

marshalling aircraft out for takeoff and ensuring clear 
airspace for landings.  All of these functions are critical to 
help the club and assist Frank in ensuring that the event is 
run first class and above all a safe event for all attendees!   

I received an email from Sleepy Hill Middle School 
teacher,  Mr. Aric Kroon who teaches Aerospace 
Technology there.  He requested that someone from the 
IRCC come and assist with a lesson on Friday March 23, 
2018 about control systems on an aircraft and specifically 
asked for an RC plane and a flesh and blood experienced 
RC pilot to demonstrate for the lesson.  IRCC Secretary 
Mr. Ian Clark stepped up and volunteered!  He reports it 
was a great educational exchange and he was asked to 
present to all three classes that day which he did!  They 
even allowed for a demonstration flight with one of Ian’s 
electrics and they were very impressed!  Even the 
Principle of the school showed up to watch!   As an added 
challenge to the lesson plan, this lesson was given on the 
Friday before Spring Break to Middle Schoolers!  Ian was 
able to grab their attention, keep it and put on a great 
lesson and demonstration throughout the day!! Great job 
IAN!   

Hopefully the wind this month of March has not deterred 
too many of you from enjoying the field!  I’m glad to see 
the winds are dying down and I’m hoping that we 
continue to get great weather for the weekends and 
some rain (preferably during the weekdays) to keep our 
fire season this spring low.  Until next month, I’ll see you 
at the field! 

Sincerely, 

Jerry McGhee 
President, IRCC 
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IRCC MEETING MINUTES  

March 2018 

Recorded Ian Clark – Secretary 
 

The March monthly meeting of the 
Imperial R/C Club was brought to order 
at 11:00 am by President Jerry McGhee.  
A motion was made and passed to 
accept the minutes of the February 
meeting as published in the club 
newsletter, Propwash. 
 

Visitors and New Members: We wish to 
welcome Chris Trimble back into our 
club.  Chris is a former member who likes 
to fly fast. 
 

Awards and Certificates:  Bill Pawl 
received his Sportsmanship Award 
certificate, and Art Magarino earned his 
for the plane of the month in February. 
 

Treasurers Report:  Dave DeWitt gave 
this month’s report as Dan Hudson was 
unable to attend the meeting.  We have 
85 members at this time.  8 are junior 
members and 8 are comp members.  
This gives us a total of 77 voting 
members.  The Planes, Trains and 
Automobiles event at the Plant City 
airport was good to us.  We spent 
$328.52 on raffle prizes and netted a 
profit of $157.04. 
 

Field Maintenance Report:  Bill Pawl 
repaired the driveway by renting a 
jackhammer and tearing up the broken 
pieces and spreading new gravel to 
smooth it out.  He then sprayed for ants 
and weed control along the taxiways and 
runway.  He noted that if you see small 
red flags stuck in the grass leave them as 
they are used to mark large ant mounds 
which he will get to. 
 

Safety Report:  Richard Moffatt reported 
that because of the high wind at the 
Planes, Trains and Automobile event, we 
had a few issues.  It was decided that we 
will reevaluate the flying portion of our 
commitment. 
 

Instructors Report:  Jeff Hughes said 
he had one student that is ready and two 
more need a little more training. 
Jeff also said that he has given several 
intro pilot flights and the recipient’s 
seemed interested and we may see 
them.  He also went through the club 
trainer and it is ready for use. 

 

Newsletter:  Dave Raff wants to thank 
Bob Doherty for the article he sent in for 
last month’s newsletter.  He is always 
looking for any submissions from us. 
 

Website: Bob Grahl has all the pictures 
of the club officers ready to upload to our 
web site to bring it up to date. 
 

Old Business: Dave Raff coordinated 
our family fun day last month.  He did a 
great job and wishes to thank all who 
pitched in and helped with cleanup. 
Planes, Trains and Automobiles did not 
have as many cars on display this year 
due to a conflict with another car show in 
the area.  Our club participation was 
stellar.  Overall it was a very good event 
and we heard nothing but positive 
reviews. 
Our end of year banquet is moving 
along.  Our club has put a deposit down 
at the Swan hotel holding the date as 
December 1, 2018.  More details will 
follow. 
We have purchased an A-10 jet and a 
40” TV for raffle prizes at Florida Jets.  
Frank Tiano is giving our club tent space 
to be used as the raffle site.  Bill Pawl is 
taking over the selling of raffle tickets at 
our events, giving Wally Sundey a very 
much needed break.  Wally has done the 
raffle sales for many years and we wish 
to thank him for all his work. 
 

New Business: The wind sock at the 
West end of our field is missing.  A 
motion was made and passed to replace 
it and at the same time we will add a 
windsock at the Northeast corner.  Larry 
McNeil has offered to help Bill Pawl 
install a new pole and windsock. 
A motion was made and passed to 
remove Mike Zellars as a signer on our 
club checking account and add Jerry 
McGhee.  Also, Dave Raff and Gary 
Snyder are to be taken off as signers on 
the club CD with Mike Zellars and Jerry 
McGhee added as signers. 
We had a discussion on lowering the 
club dues for winter visitors.  It was 
suggested we go back to $100.00 for 
them.  This will be brought up at the next 
executive committee meeting. 
 

Future Events: We have Florida Jets 
from March 21 to the 24th.  Dave DeWitt 
is asking for volunteers.  
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IRCC MEETING MINUTES (Continued) 
 
 

Sportsmanship Award:  Dave Raff was the overwhelming choice this month due to his work on the family fun day, 
and Planes, Trains and Automobiles events. 
 

Plane of the Month:  Chris Trimble brought in his electric pylon racer called Proud Bird.  It uses a 4s battery and 
weighs in at 4.5 pounds. 
   

 

 
S.A.D. Patch:  We had two nominees this month, Art Duncan lost his foamy P-51.  It was observed doing 
cartwheels and decided to decorate the field with packing material.  Chris Melhus watched as his Waco attempted a 
knife-edge landing on the runway.  With no wing tip wheel’s, it was not pretty.  After a careful review and voting, this 
month’s patch went to Art Duncan. 
  

50/50: Bill Pawl collected around $100.00.  Osiris Lee was the winner.  He chose to donate his share back to the 
club. 
 

A motion was made and passed to close the meeting at 11:28. 
 

 

  

  IRCC Opens Gate for SAE Aero Design 2018 Testing 

By:  The RC Dude 

 

March 8-9, 2018 Several members of the IRCC opened the gate to allow for practice and testing of the international SAE 
Aero Design 2018 competition.  SAE Aero Design hosted 75 Aeronautical Engineering college student teams from around 
the world and there were another 40 teams on a wait list!  7 international teams, two from Poland, two from Canada, two 
from India and one from Mexico came to the IRCC field on Thursday and Friday (8-9 March) to set-up final testing and in 
some cases test fly their craft for their airworthiness video to the SAE Aero Design competition board.  For more 
information go to https://www.sae.org/attend/student-events/sae-aero-design-east/  

The RC Dude would like to thank the IRCC members who gave up their time to facilitate the teams’ ability to prepare for 
their weekend competitions.  Among the many were Gary Snyder, Jim Giallombardo, David Raff, Jerry McGhee, Bob Grahl, 
Art Duncan, Ray Volovar and the Iron Man and legendary SAE volunteer, George Nauck!  

The teams were extremely grateful, and the SAE organizers even donated a gallon of fuel to the club for training new 
pilots!   

Here’s a few pics of just some of the teams who were welcomed to the IRCC field for contest preparation: 

 

https://www.sae.org/attend/student-events/sae-aero-design-east/


 
 

 

 

The Polish team 
after a successful 
flight but not so 

successful landing 
(they brought a 

spare). 

Perhaps they heard 
about the S.A.D 

Award and wanted 
to enter! 

 

 

One of the 
teams 

representing 
Canada. 

The Western 
Quebec 

Canadian 
Team! 

 

The “South of 
The Border” 
group from 

Mexico! 



 

 

IRCC March 2018 Award Winner 

Art Duncan 

 
 

 

The March 2018 Society of Aircraft Demolishers “Aircraftus Fragmentum” was nominated at the monthly 
Imperial RC Club meeting by Mr. Art Duncan.  Mr Duncan self-reported his witness to the crash of a P-51 
Mustang owned and operated at the time of the incident by this month’s award winner and as voted on 
by his peers in attendance at the monthly IRCC meeting 

Sometime in the last 30 days Art was flying a standard scale Combat Air Patrol (CAP) mission over the 
IRCC field with his P-51 Mustang.   At some point during the mission Art’s aircraft came under heavy 
simulated scale anti-aircraft fire from unknown imaginary gun emplacements along the IRCC border 
fencing.  The aircraft began to pitch and buffet wildly as the AAA continued to pound his aircraft to the 
point of significant loss of controlled flight.  Art continued to fly the aircraft attempting to get back to the 
field and out of the “Kill Box” the enemy had set-up during his CAP.  Try as he might and with great 
determination, the Mustang relented to the forces of physics and Newton’s law of gravity where the two 
masses, the plane and the Earth, attracted each other with a force equal to a constant of gravitation 
multiplied by the product of the two masses and divided by the square of the distance between them 
which then transferred the P-51 to Newton’s second law of motion which pertains to the behavior of 
object for which all existing forces are not balanced and that the acceleration of the object (P-51 Mustang) 
from its weight and the force of gravity caused the little plane to impact upon the Earth at such a speed 
that it became no more than Styrofoam giblets and a total garbage bag wreck where the only salvageable 
remains were Art’s pride, his story and one bent propeller which he offered to the IRCC as a humble 
offering to win this month’s SAD patch! 

 

 

It is with great honor and 
pride that we offer this 
month’s SAD patch to Mr 
Duncan as it is the third 
noted crash of the 2018 
flying season; an award that 
we are all subject to earning 
at any given time in 
consolation for our stricken 
aircraft who we launch into 
the skies in a constant 
pursuit of our Constitutional 
right to find happiness.   

Thank you, Art, for this 
offering!  

Until next month… 

 



 
 

 

 

Field Maintenance 
Officer - Bill Pawl 

was the unanimous 
choice to receive 

the nomination for 
the Sportsman of 
The Month Award 

for February. 
 

Club President Jerry 
McGhee is shown 

presenting the 
award certificate to 

Bill at the March 
meeting! 

Art Magarino was also recognized with an award certificate for his winning entry into the 
Plane of the Month competition.   

 

Here is another shot of our newest  

“welcome back” member Chris Trumble & his 
winning entry into the Plane of the Month 
Competition! 
 

This is an EF1 electric pylon racer called the 
Proud Bird made by Great Planes and has an 
estimated top speed of 100 + mph. 

 (Mercedes-Benz decals not included) 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

  

Well, what more can I say except THANK YOU to all the members that took time out of their busy 
schedules to take part in this year’s event!  The above is the opening excerpt from the Embry-Riddle 
Aeronautical University campus newspaper after they attended the 2018 Planes, Trains & Automobiles 
Event in Plant City.  To read the full story - click on the link below: 

http://theavion.com/planes-trains-and-automobiles/ 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftheavion.com%2Fplanes-trains-and-automobiles%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C9f5b8f16b7c2436f29fd08d59579009c%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636579269278501762&sdata=QndNm4jgu3hk6Mzm9HIvsiyDAnusNMgwQ0DQlpqfrx0%3D&reserved=0


       
 

The article above was presented to the PTA Planning Committee during our “after-event” re-cap 
meeting on Thursday 3/29/18 by one of the committee members.  Needless to say, everyone 
was very impressed with the club’s participation and display presented this year so GREAT JOB 
everyone! 

For those of you that didn’t get a chance to make it, here are a few pictures of your fellow 
members in action as well as some of the full-scale aircraft and cars that were on display!  

 

 

As in year’s past, our “static” display was set up along the main taxi-way that runs 
between the spectator parking area and show center which means we are the very first 
display they see upon arrival as well as the last they see before leaving the event.  Our 
flight demonstration area is located directly behind the tents.  We honestly couldn’t ask 
for a better location! 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

Prior to the events “Opening Ceremonies” 

IRCC President Jerry McGhee and his 
“formation” flying partner Brian Evans 
wowed the spectators with a super flight 
demonstration despite the 14mph winds 
that were reported by the air boss in the 
TIA temporary Control Tower on-site.   

This was after member Mark Huntington 
put on a fantastic 3D demo including 
some high speed “knife-edge” passes 
and smoke!  Mark later joined Jerry & 
Brian’s F-15’s with his “Stinger 90” for a 
Grand Finale demonstration!   

 

Both F-15’s 

returning to 
base  

after 
another 

successful 
mission! 

 

Wally Sundey even 
brought out, among 

several other 
aircraft, his F-15 

electric ducted fan 
jet. 

Several times he 
powered her up 

and demonstrated 
the thrust capability 
of the new motor. 

 



 

  

 

 

Club Vice-president David 
DeWitt brought out the big 
guns this year with not only his 
Ferrari Euro-Sport Turbine 
powered jet, but also his 1/3 
scale Waco! 

Much to his surprise, he was 
not the only one as one of the 
full-scale entries was an 
identical version as shown in 
the pictures below. 

Dave and the Waco even took 
home the 1st Place trophy in 
the People’s Choice Awards!   

  



 

  

 

 

 

Obviously, we weren’t the only show 
in town as there was also a great 
diversity of different full-scale aircraft 
on display. 

The Corvette Club took part again this 
year and once again had a great 
showing! 

But they were not alone as several 
street production cars and hot rods 
were on display stationed strategically  

nearby a “corresponding” aircraft. 

In addition to the cars and airplanes 
there was a large “kids” area set up 
and there was even an old antique 
fire truck for all to enjoy! 

  



 

   

  

 

  

The team from ICON 
Aircraft was on-site with 
one of their ICON A5 
Light Sport aircraft on 
display! 

They were all smiles 
when I brought over our 
slightly smaller version 
that was being raffled off 
at the event and just had 
to have a group picture. 

The “give-away” was a 
complete ready-to-fly 
package and even had 
landing lights installed. 

Our lucky winner and his 
mom were there to pick 
up his prize when their 
name was drawn!  

More pictures including all of the People’s Choice and Committee Choice Award Winners  

will be posted to the website soon! 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter Articles Welcome 

Have something of interest that you 
would like to share. Please forward to 

the editor at 

 raff7113@msn.com  
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