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THE FLIGHT LINE

By David Raff — President

Yet another year draws to an end and as routine as
that sounds this one, at least for me, is different. The
past four years have been quite an experience and
for the majority of it, thanks to you the member’s it
has been a fun and fulfilling one! In my first
president’s article back in 2012, | mentioned how
difficult it can sometimes be when writing an article
like this to find that perfect opening line and now, |
am finding it somewhat equally difficult for this my last
article. Not that | have ever been one to be short on
words as “many” of you have told me, but | have so
many things that | want to express and only a limited
amount of space to do it in.

What can | do to make a difference?

Obviously, this is one of the primary thoughts that go
through your head when taking on a position of this
nature. As | look at where we are today versus where
we were back then, a sense of pride comes over me
at the tremendous amount of things that have been
accomplished, not by me but by us as a team! When
| started as your president, | challenged each member
to ask themselves this same question and then take it
one step further and do it and “do it” you did!

With your help, we opened up the front entrance to
the field to increase the visibility of the club and our
presence in the community. A new marquee sign
was then built to draw attention and allow us to post
messages and events for all to see. New shelters to
offer shade, protection and a place to hold our club
meetings were installed. Multiple stations to charge
and/or re-charge our batteries were built. A generator
to provide electricity for events was donated and the
lines to provide the power to the shelters were
installed. A weather station to give us an idea how
strong the winds were when we made the mistake of
attempting to fly when we knew we shouldn’t (sorry —
just had to throw that in). New bulletin boards that
give us a place to post current events, items for sale
and required documents were made. A storage
building to keep the cooking supplies protected was
purchased. And yes, even the runways and taxi-
way’s got a fresh look and a little protection as well.

Whether financially or providing the physical labor
required when asked, you always came through.

During our recent Family Day, the members came
through once again to help those in our community
who would not have known the joy of seeing the smile
on their child’s face on Christmas morning if not for
your contributions to Toys For Tots! This all
happened because of you, the fantastic members of
the Imperial Radio Control Club.

Individuals, that are considered by others to be good
leader’s, surround themselves with strong and
talented people and | was very fortunate to have had
this to rely on. While | have greatly appreciated the
support of the membership throughout these past
years, | don’t believe things would have been the
same if not for the support of those who shared the
leadership role with me. | would like to take this
opportunity to say thank you to those that have
shared this journey with me. Starting off with Robert
Russ, who was my vice president for the first two
years and Terry Crosby who has been with me for the
last two. George Nauck who stayed on as the clubs
secretary for the first year and lan Clark for the last
three. Then of course Gary Snyder, our clubs
treasurer has been by my side for all four.

In addition, thank you to all that have served on the
Board of Directors, or as the clubs Safety
Coordinator, Field Maintenance Officer, Web-master,
or any one of the many other supporting roles that are
needed to make an organization like this one run. It
truly could not have been done without you!

But we are not done yet!

There is a fresh, new beginning on the horizon under
the leadership of the clubs new President - Mike
Zellars and Vice-President - Alan Sale. Both of these
gentlemen are committed to the same values and
vision for the club that | have had. With your help &
support, they will continue to guide the Imperial Radio
Control Club to an even brighter and stronger future
than ever before!

This has been the “The Flight Line” - signing
off!
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IRCC MEETING MINUTES
December 2015
Recorded by Secretary - lan Clark.

The December monthly meeting of the
Imperial R/C Club was brought to order
at 11:00 am by President David Raff. We
had 39 members sign in. A motion was
made and passed to accept the minutes
from the November meeting as
published in Prop wash.

Visitors and New Members: Doug
Reid, Bill Pawl, Tony Galluppi and
Walter Dennis Jr. were introduced and
welcomed as our newest members.

Treasurers Report: This has been a
record year for the club. We brought in
$xxxx.xx for the month so far. Frank
Tiano donated $750.00 for our clubs
participation at 12:00 O’clock High. Our
expenses were $xxx.xx leaving us with a
bank balance of $xxxx.xx.

Membership Report: The membership
is now at 130. Renewals for 2016
continue to grow as well.

Field Maintenance Report: Member
Jim Giallombardo has taken over as the
head of the mowing crew, which also
has Gary Snyder and lan Clark as
assistants. We are still looking for a few
members who would like to help.

Thanks to Jim G., Lane Construction
donated a load of fill dirt to fill the holes
at the entrance to our field.

Dan Hudson talked about the club
purchasing two loads of crushed shells
that would be used to clean up our
driveway. He got one estimate for
$1200.00. A motion was made and
passed for the club to get a firm price for
this. Then it will be put to a vote to see
if the club wants to proceed further.

Safety Report: All fingers and toes
were present and accounted for —
THANK YOU!

Instructors Report: Mike Vascellaro
and Steve Jaworski talked about the
purchase of two new club trainers. One
is a three channel sailplane and the

other is a four channel conventional
“fixed-wing” Avistar trainer.

They reinforced the sailplane with
carbon fiber so it will hold up.

Larry Loucks passed out certificates of
completion to Wayne Pontius, Al
Coffee and Ron Linderman, who
completed all the training and have
soloed.

Old Business: A lot of work has been
put into updating the club bylaws. The
bylaws were posted in the November
Propwsh with the proposed changes.
A motion was made and carried to
accept the updated bylaws.

Mark Durkac is looking into getting new
hats for the club and will keep us
updated.

New Business: The Family Fun Day
was a success. We had a lot of wind so
the flying was limited. Larry Loucks put
a lot of work making pulled pork. It
was enjoyed by all. We collected three
boxes of toys for the Toys for Tots
drive. We wish to thank an anonymous
donor for providing the funds for the
food and drink.

Past Events: Nothing to Report.

New Events: We have three events in
the next three months. In February,
the Plant City Chamber of Commerce
is putting on their annual Planes,
Trains and Automobiles event. Our
club has been invited back to put on a
static display and an area will be
provided for flying. Next is Florida Jets
at Paradise Field. Lastly, Scott Smith is
going to have another pylon race.

Sportsmanship Award: This month
we are awarding the propeller to Jim
Giallombardo for stepping up and
taking over as head of the mowing
team.

50/50: This month Wally Sundey
collected $160.00. The winner, AJ
Roebke donated half of his winnings
back to the club.

Mike Zellars was sworn in as our new
president. A motion was then made to
close the December meeting. It was
passed.



mailto:raff7113@msn.com
mailto:tncrosby@mac.com
mailto:iclark3@yahoo.com
mailto:gmsnyder@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:raff7113@msn.com
mailto:sean@mccafferty.com
http://www.imperialrcclub.com/
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On Saturday December 5", a “Celebration of Life” service in honor of Dot Crosby was
held. This was attended by several of the club members including Board of Director
member Wally Sundey. The following was presented by Wally to those in attendance
on behalf of the Imperial Radio Control Club:

Dot Crosby
December 5, 2015

“When | served in Vietnam, there were many battles, some were won and some were lost
and then there were heroes.

As we all know, “Dot” fought her battle everyday for many, many months, and | think that |
can speak for everyone here, that she is our “hero” and a testimonial that all Angels are not
in heaven.

On behalf of the Imperial Radio Control Club, we’re going to miss you, and may you serve
God in Heaven, as you so gracefully did those in your life”.

Thank you,
Wallace Sundey

During the December meeting a suggestion was made by member Steve Jaworski that a lasting
tribute to the memory of Dot be considered by the club. Established in 2001, the AMA Walk of
Fame at the International Aeromodeling Center in Muncie Indiana is designed in the shape of a
large propeller and signifies the history of the hobby with honored names from all sectors of model
aeronautics. The purchase of a brick, along the Walk of Fame, permanently includes the name of
an honoree along this scenic walk. It's a permanent testimony to the support they have given to the
hobby.

A motion was made, seconded and
unanimously approved to purchase not
only one, but two of these commemorative
bricks. One for Dot and the other for Sue
Loucks, who, while she was with us,
supported both her husband Larry and the
club.



mailto:raff7113@msn.com

The card below was received from new member — Phil Bond!
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Are you ready to race?

SOUTHERN 500!

than being In Florida In the springlime? Only one thing. RC
S0 come on down to the Southem 500 race weeksnd for the 1™
Saturday Jarmary 2nd 5 8 season. All current SEMPRA rules will apply, 424 will combine
- ;:ngﬁm?namg;ﬁ%s p matrix. Saturday, March 15 we will run SEMPRA 42¢ Quickle
Events Rt 3:00 am_ ]. B ETT end EMPRA 424-aport quickie (Thunder Tiger Pro40, APC 9-8 prop,
Trim Flights/Registration: ngomw S ang'aNt7 000 p ¢ ' Ik e
8:30 am. to 9:00 am. Www.tractampa com to all c& and thers -

racing.

N
SN

Practice - March 18, 2016
- Mgarch 19 - 2072096
Racang Starts AL & Ouers duaty! F

Wembers receive $5 off I event
g . Scott Smith (863) 670-5141
T208 N Taylor R4, Seliner, FL

1) Toke 1 io Exit 40 - Merge Road Huy 579
2) Hend Nath 9 e Io Pust R, and tam ight
3) Hend Emt 7 miles 1o Taylor Rd, and am sght
4] Hend 2ouh 3 e 1o 7208 Telor Rond

S TIRAC athvesay &s pest Bing Park on ight




