It’s Time for Some
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THE FLIGHT LINE

By David Raff – President
I don’t know about the rest of you but Debby has sure put a
crimp in my flying this past week. No, I am not talking about
my wife (her name is Susan).
Tropical Storm Debby has been packing a punch with heavy
rains and high winds which has grounded all flight operations at the field over the past few days. It doesn’t look like
the forecast will be changing much anytime soon as she
makes her way across the northern part of the state heading
east into the Atlantic. On the bright side, she has brought
some much needed rain to the area. Sorry Robert! It’s time
to cut the grass again!
Has everyone seen the newest additions to the IRCC Flying
Field?
Well, here it is…
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This 20’ flagpole and American flag was donated to the club
several weeks ago by one of our very generous members.
With the entrance cleared as it is, this is a definite
eye-catcher.
I happened to notice it myself just after it was installed on the
way home from work one afternoon and had to turn around
to take a second look. To be honest, my attention was
immediately drawn to this new addition as I drove in and a
feeling of pride came over me. I know that I am not alone in
this as I have heard many other club members express the
very same comment. There is something about seeing this
symbol waving in the breeze that both inspires and creates a
deep sense of reverence. This is especially true when you see
it flown at half-mast as we have done to honor two of our
club members that we have recently lost - Bob Johnson &
Kurt Kauth.
In the picture above you will notice a small object on top of
the shelter pointing towards the flag. In keeping with the
honor and respect that it deserves, a vote was taken and
unanimously passed to purchase a solar powered spot light
to keep our new flag illuminated at night. Robert Russ
(Vice-president) took charge of making that happen and we
thank him for that.
Just to let you know, there has been some conversation
about possibly raising two more flagpoles, one on either side.
One would fly an AMA Flag and the other perhaps an IRCC
Club Flag? These, of course, would be set at a lower height so
that the main focus, as it should be, will always be on the
American Flag!
In closing I want to thank Steve Baxley for volunteering his
services to repair the old worn out Bulletin Board / Display
Cases at the field. We were hoping to just get the Plexi-Glass
replaced but Steve had another idea in mind and by the
looks of things he has been busy. I can’t wait to see the
finished product.

I would also like to take this moment to welcome Steve
to the Board of Directors for the Imperial Radio Control
Club. Steve had voiced his interest in being considered
to fill the empty seat on the Board at our May meeting.
A “Special Vote” was held during our June meeting
whereby Steve’s nomination was acknowledged and
accepted – Congratulations!
Until next month – That is all from “The Flightline”
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IRCC Meeting Minutes

June 9, 2012
Recorded by George Nauck, Secretary
President David Raff called the meeting to
order at 9:01 AM at IRCC Field
Minutes from the May meeting were
approved.
David Raff remembered the loss of Kurt
Kauth, our only life-time member, on May
26th. Our flag has flown at half-mast for 7
days in his memory. David gave a re-cap of
the memorial service, which had a nice
representation from club members. Gary
Snyder had previously audio recorded
Kurt’s engine tuning procedure, and it has
been placed on our website. Kurt was
remembered for always being available to
help out members with engine problems,
with his special long screwdriver.
New member David Peach was welcomed.

Treasurer Gary Snyder reported the current
balance of the Checking Account at $XXX
which is a bit more than last month.
DIRECTORS:
Income for May was $XXX against $XXX
Mason Benfield
expenses. Family Day expenses of about
Rick Ruede
$XXX was already accounted for, and it was
FIELD MAINTENANCE OFFICER: agreed that the event was well worth it.
Gary reported that $100 in memory of Bob
Ian Clark
Johnson was sent to the Lakeland SPCA,
and a like amount was sent to the Disabled
SAFETY OFFICER:
American Veterans in memory of Kurt.
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Courtesy and
Common Sense
Keeps R/C Modeling
Fun for Everyone.

Membership report – We now have 100
paid members for 2012. Gary reported that
Glen Slocum had joined, following the lead
of his son John.
Field maintenance report – Ian Clark
reported that two new starting tables are
being constructed by an anonymous
person to replace the aging stations on the
field. New Plexiglas for the bulletin boards
is upcoming. Ian is planning to apply white
vinegar to the weeds on the runways. The
weed killer is not holding up as long as it
should, and vinegar is reported to be a
good weed killer.
Safety – No significant issues were
reported. The first aid kits are to be brought
up to snuff with better supplies. Dennis

Peterson reminded us that it is dangerous
to remain in the arc of props or in front of
the props when the engines start or are
running. We need to remind members of
this when we observe a potentially hazardous practice.
Instructors Report – George Nauck
reported that new youth member John
Slocum has been soloed for electric aircraft
only. No work has yet been done with fuel
powered aircraft.
Old Business – David thanked Dan Hudson
for the great assortment of photos and
videos that he took at the Family Day event.
New Business – David reported that Steve
Baxley had volunteered to be nominated
for the vacant Director’s seat. The nomination was made, a motion was made and
seconded, and Steve was unanimously
voted to fill the Director position.
Future Events – David stated that future
events are planned for a helicopter event in
November, and perhaps an electric event
sometime this year. We will also host the
FIA qualification event in September for the
second straight year. We have stolen it from
California!
David reported that the Vacation bible
School at First Baptist Church at the mall
plans an aviation theme and has invited our
club to provide an exhibit and/or exhibition
on Thursday, outdoors of course. Any
members wishing to participate were
invited.
Sportsmanship Award – Went to Larry and
Chuck for their tireless and continuous and
professional display of culinary expertise
for family day.
The 50/50 was won by Dan Hudson.
Meeting was adjourned at 9:31.

The Next IRCC Club Meeting
will be held on Thursday, July 5th
at 7:30 PM at FTE.

The IRCC monthly club meeting will be held at Frank Tiano Enterprises.
The next meeting will be on Thursday, July 5th and will start promptly at 7:30 pm.
When Epoxy Doesn’t Harden Properly!

Hinge Installation is Critical

The Rockland County Radio Control Club, White Plains NY

Jim Bronowsky, Mid-Missouri Radio Control Association

Epoxy is one of the best modeling materials available. It’s
useful as an adhesive for wetting out fiberglass cloth, as a
filler, and as a finishing material. It can be thinned or thickened for a variety of purposes. Even though it is useful, epoxy
can be a pain when it doesn’t harden properly.

If you are working with an almost-ready-to-fly (ARF) aircraft or
are building from a kit or scratch, you will be installing hinges.
This is a critical step in model construction. If the control
surface binds or has too much of a gap, your baby is going to
be a dog and you will have definite control problems.

There are two important issues when dealing with epoxy,
proportioning and mixing. Of these two, mixing is the most
critical. Mis-proportioning the hardener to the epoxy generally leads to slow hardening, but lack of proper mixing can
lead to permanently sticky epoxy.

There are two basic types of hinges: the “living” hinge that is
installed using CA glue and the “pinned” hinge that is put in
with epoxy. There are advantages and disadvantages to using
either type. I have used the living hinge for several years and
like the fact that it only takes a few drops of CA to set the
hinges in the control surface; however, I have had these
hinges break and always seem to get the CA all over the
covering, no matter how careful I am. I also have glued the
control surface to the wing and tail.

One hundred quick, hard strokes are recommended when
mixing any amount of epoxy. Count them to make sure that
your mixing is adequate. Always mix your epoxy before
putting in any additives. Both thinning and thickening agents
can keep epoxy from mixing properly. Give the epoxy 100
strokes first and then put in the additive.
Thinning: Epoxy can be thinned using acetone or denatured
alcohol. Either of these can be added to make it more watery.
A mix of up to 50% doesn’t seem to have any effect on the
final strength of the epoxy. Thinning the epoxy will slow
down the curing time and make it wet out fiberglass and
carbon fiber better. Thinned epoxy also can be wiped onto
balsa or obechi as a finish.
Thickening: Epoxy can be thickened by adding almost any
inert, fine-grained solid from sand to cotton fiber. Modelers
usually use micro balloons for thickening epoxy because they
are readily available and add little weight. Thickened epoxy
can be used to make fillets or to fill gaps.
Five minutes, 15 minutes, 30 minutes, more? Epoxy comes in
formulations for different curing times. The times listed on the
packages are strictly nominal and generally refer to curing
time. Five-minute epoxy does not give you five minutes of
working time. At best, you will get 20 seconds of working
time in which to place five-minute epoxy before it starts to
"hit." Thirty-minute epoxy gives you around one to three
minutes before it starts to hit. These times will vary with
temperature, mix proportions, and proper mixing, but they
are good reference points. In general, five-minute epoxy is
only for spot gluing. It is great for small, quick jobs, but not for
involved tasks. A general rule of thumb is the working time for
epoxy (after 100 strokes of mixing) is about 10% of the time
listed on the package. Keep in mind that epoxy mixed and left
in the cup will hit faster than epoxy that is spread out immediately.

Recently, I went back to pinned hinges. These hinges move
with much less resistance and are more durable.
I cover the hinge with lip balm before installing it with
5-minute epoxy. When the epoxy dries, the excess can easily
be removed from around the hinge.
The Great Planes Slot Machine is a good investment, and it
makes hinge installation much easier. Just hang on tight
when you start it or you’ll have a hinge slot where you
probably don’t want it.
Finally, after you have a control surface that moves easily and
permits adequate throw, don’t forget to seal the gap. It is
amazing how much difference this will make in the performance of your aircraft. A roll of clear MonoKote will seal the
control surfaces of all the aircraft you have. It also keeps the
hinges secure and helps prevent control surface flutter.

Special Thanks!
Earlier this month the IRCC was offered an opportunity to
exhibit some of our aircraft and flying skills at an event hosted
by The First Baptist Church at The Mall in Lakeland. This was
to celebrate the completion of their Vacation Bible School
program that centered around an aviation theme.
Although Mother Nature had other plans for the evening like
a late afternoon severe thunderstorm and torrential downpour, I wanted to say Thank You to the following club members for offering their time and showing up: Robert Russ –
Bob Curry Ronald Rowe – Jeff Hughes - Steve Baxley and
Jordan Bavaro.

Coming Area Events:
Team USA F3D
2013 Team Trials
September 27 - 30
Mulberry 500 Pylon Racing
October 19 - 21
Monster Planes USA
October 25 - 27
Twelve O’Clock High
January 10 - 12
Visit www.ImperialRCClub.com for more details!

The Next IRCC Club Meeting
will be held on Thursday, July 5th
at 7:30 PM at FTE.

AMA Vision
We, the members of the Academy of Model Aeronautics, are the pathway to the future of aeromodeling
and are committed to making modeling the foremost
sport/hobby int eh world. This vision is accomplished
through:
• Affiliation with its valued associates, the modeling
industry and governments.
• A process of continuous improvement.
• A commitment to leadership, quality, education and
scientific/technical development.
• A safe, secure, enjoyable modeling environment.
AMA Mission
The Academy of Model Aeronautics is a world-class
association of modelers organized for the purpose of
promotion, development, education, advancement,
and safeguarding of modeling activities. The Academy provides leadership, organization, competition,
communication, protection, representation, recognition, education and scientific/technical development
to modelers.

