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It’s Time For Some  

Since 1978, the voice of the Imperial R/C Club 

THE FLIGHT LINE 
By David Raff – President 

 

Three months into the new year and it looks like 
we are off to a great start!   Membership is up 
over the same time last year and we have just 
completed two of three major income generating 
events for the club for spring!  One more to go 
and we can cruise through the summer! 

The success of these events are crucial!  Not 
only to FTE & SEMPRA but to the operation of 
the Imperial Radio Control Club as well. The 
IRCC relies heavily on the funds they produce, to 
help offset the monthly operating cost of keeping 
the front gate open and maintaining our current 
annual dues.  This is why it is so important to 
step up and volunteer a little of your time when 
asked to do so! 

I want to say THANK YOU! to EVERY member 
that gave a little of themselves (some a little 
more than others) this past month.  I believe that 
we had close to 45 members volunteer at Florida 
Jets and Scott Smith had no lack of manpower 
for all of the stations at the “10th Annual Mulberry 
Southern 500 Pylon Races”.  We even had a few 
new trainees and a couple more “in reserve” to 
relieve those when they needed it. Because of 
you, both of these events were a huge success 
for everyone. 

I was at Florida Jets on Saturday and took a few 
pictures of IRCC members in action which I have 
included in this months edition.  Scott Smith told 
me that he will have a re-cap of the Southern 500 
for us for next month.  

Our next major event is going to be the “Top 
Gun” Invitational April 30th through May 4th.  This 
will once again be held at the all new Paradise 
Field off of Pipkin Road.  For many of you first 
timers, if you thought that Florida Jets was the 
bomb just wait until you get up close & rub 
elbows with some of the best pilots in the world!    

        

This event brings in teams from all around the 
country and the world.  Pilots and teams are 
judged not only on the pilot’s ability to fly but also 
on the scale detail and authenticity of the aircraft 
they are flying.  Documentation showing the 
aircraft and markings used on a “full size” aircraft 
somewhere in time is mandatory!  ARF’s do not 
exist at Top Gun where almost all of these are 
built from kits or are scratch built!   Check out the 
flyer on the last page of the newsletter for more 
information and be sure to be one of the first to 
volunteer. 

Before Top Gun though is one very special event 
that we try to hold at least 2 or 3 times a year!  I 
am of course referring to our Spring FAMILY 
DAY EVENT!  This is scheduled for Saturday 
April 12th and gives us a chance to have the 
entire family come out and be a part of what we 
enjoy!    

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A sign up sheet will be at the field for you to let 
Larry Loucks or myself know if you will be 
attending and how many you will have joining 
you.  We are working on coming up with some 
great raffle prizes and rumors have it that the 
“Limbo” poles WILL BE COMING OUT!  Hope to 
see everyone there! 
 

Until next month – that is all from the Flight Line! 
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Past Events:  The IMAA event, (Contest 
Director - David DeWitt) brought in $240.00 
for the club!  It was reported that there 
were 30 pilots on hand, but because of the 
weather only 24 registered and flew. 

New Events:  On March 5 through the 8th 
Frank Tiano is presenting Florida Jets at the 
newly paved Paradise Field!  Again, our club 
has been asked to provide help on the flight 
line as well as crowd control.  David DeWitt 
has been rounding up volunteers.  This is 
expected to be one of the largest Florida 
Jets meet that Frank has put on with a 
record number of pilots registering! 

Our “always fast” Scott Smith is presenting 
the Southern 500 Pylon Races on March 
22nd & 23rd.  Scott will be calling everyone 
requesting a little help at this event. 

Our Club is planning another FAMILY DAY!  It 
has been moved to April 12, 2014.  We ask 
members to bring a covered dish and the 
club will provide the hot dogs and 
hamburgers. 

The Plant City Chamber of Commerce is 
putting together another Planes – Trains & 
Automobiles program.  It is going to be on 
May 17th this year at the Plant City airport.  
Our club has again been invited to set-up a 
“static” display and fly some of our models.  
This is a great family event and helps those 
in Scouting earn their merit badges. 

Top Gun is going to be held from April 30th 
to May 3rd again at Paradise Field. 

Old Business:  None brought up. 

New Business:  As soon as the rest of the 
blue pipe is removed, the city will rework 
our driveway and we will change the gate 
combination.    

Wally Sundey is looking for donations that 
can be used as part of the raffles for some of 
our upcoming events.  If you have anything 
of value just laying around and would like to 
put it to good use – let him know. 

Sportsmanship Award:  David DeWitt was 
awarded the trophy for the IMAA event  

50/50:  Was won by Sean McCafferty. 

A motion was made and passed to close the 
March 2014 meeting! 

 

                                            

 

 
IRCC MEETING MINUTES  

March 2014  
Recorded by Ian Clark (Secretary)  

The March meeting of the Imperial R/C 
Club was brought to order at 9:00 am by 
President David Raff.   A motion was made 
and passed to accept the minutes from the 
February 2014 meeting. 
 

Visitors and New Members:  
There were no visitors present but several 
new members.  We wish to welcome 
Jeffery Hughes, Landon & Trevon Merrell 
and returning member Leonard Postage! 
 

 Treasurers Report:  At the end of 
February we have $ xxxx.xx in the 
checkbook.  Our expenses were a little 
more than usual as we had the expense of 
updating our AMA Charter, re-stocking our 
T-shirts and preparations for the upcoming 
pylon races.  We brought in $240.00 from 
the IMAA Fun Fly event and $81.00 from 
the 50/50.  March should be a nice 
revenue generating month with Florida 
Jets and the Southern 500 Pylon Race. 
 

Membership Report:   To date, we have 
71 “Full” members with a total of 87 for 
2014.   
 

Field Maintenance Report:  It was 
noted that the roof of our concessions 
trailer had deteriorated.  It was replaced 
with pressure treated plywood and a thick 
coat of paint was put on it.  The corner of 
the helicopter pavilion has been 
completed and the charging station is up 
and running!  Gary Snyder wants to 
change a couple of connectors on it and 
Dan Hudson offered to refinish the 
wooden terminal rail. 
 

Safety Report:  A video on You-Tube was 
going around about a squirrel getting into 
a model airplane and flying it!  Our new 
Safety Officer Mason Benfield said that he 
will not allow that at this field (unless your 
squirrel passes all flight training 
requirements)! 
 

Instructors Report:   Nothing new to 
report. 
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IRCC Information & Raffle Display 

Don Lapointe on Guard Duty 

 

Bill Hart – Ron Wyncoop & Dan Hudson 

One of the most demanding & fun job’s for IRCC members at 
Florida Jets is Flight Line Control!   Keeping ahead of the 
action when you have 6 aircraft in the air at the same time,  
all traveling at 175 – 200 mph takes a well coordinated team.   
Their job - get these birds safely into the air and then back on 
the ground.  The IRCC “Flight Line Team” excels at doing just 
that! 



 

  

Allen Sale (foreground with the bull horn) is the       

”Air Boss” & keeps a close eye on all of the action! 
Steve Jaworski is ready with the “Fire Cart” 

George Nauck (above) man’s the IRCC Information/Raffle Tent on 
Saturday while Wally Sundey works the crowd (below)!  

  

  

 



  

 

  

 

This year we decided to go big 
on all three of the raffles 

prizes! 

These included a Vizio 32” Flat 
Screen TV, a Parkzone “Delta 

Ray” Ready to Fly airplane and 
a Real Flight 7 computer flight 

simulator and it paid off!   

 

 

Thank You to George Nauck for arranging to 
deliver the TV and Airplane to the winners!



 

 

 

 

 
 

  



 

 

 

 

  

         

     

      

 

 

 

 

The next IRCC club meeting 
will be held on Saturday 

April 5th 2014               
at the IRCC Flying Field   

starting at 9:00AM! 


