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THE FLIGHT LINE
By David Raff – President

Is it just my imagination or are we beginning to see
some slightly larger crowds of pilots and spectators at
the field lately? I have definitely noticed over the past
few weeks (when the weather was cooperating) many
more “visitors” dropping in to see what we are all
about. A few with smaller children as well as some
that would be considered – well, slightly more mature.
Remember that as an IRCC club member we should
always be willing to introduce ourselves and welcome
anyone who has just “stopped by”. If you see them
standing by their cars or sitting inside, go over and
invite them to come and get a closer look. I promise
you they won’t bite and will very much appreciate the
gesture. You know, it is one thing to go around saying
that we are a friendly club and totally another to be
“thought of” as a friendly club!
We all know that having fun is a major part of this
hobby and primarily why we do it! But there are two
others aspects that I would like you to keep in mind –
Safety & Courtesy.
At last months meeting, Mike Vascellaro asked me to
allow him some time to talk about a few safety issues
and concerns. This was prompted by a recent
accident that took place at a nearby flying club in
which an individual was on the flight line by himself
and for some unknown reason the aircraft, while in
flight, slammed into the side of his head. What
happened? I do not believe that anyone knows for
sure at this point however, had there been someone
out there with him, it very possibly could have been
avoided. I know that this has never been mandatory
but let’s start thinking about having a “flight buddy”
out there with us when we are on the flight line.
There is always someone in the pavilion that I am
sure that, if asked, would be glad to come out with
you. On the other hand – if you see someone getting
ready to fly and they don’t have anyone with them –
offer to come out. Let’s all do what we can to keep
this a safe and enjoyable hobby so that not only do
our planes go home in the same condition that they
came to the field - but so do the pilots!

www.ImperialRCClub.com
Included in this issue is a copy of the AMA‘s National
Model Aircraft Safety Code. I strongly urge everyone
to take a few minutes and go over them.
As we get more and more members coming out, I
would like to ask everyone to be courteous to your
fellow member and when you are done assembling
your airplane, move it to the flight staging area on the
grass behind the taxiway and clear the tables for the
next guy. I know that I too have been guilty of staking
a claim on one of the tables when I have been at the
field. The drill goes something like this… You arrive
a little earlier than most and after backing into one of
the parking spaces you proceed to unpack your
vehicle. You may start with your airplane, then your
tools, radio, flight box, fuel, starter and if you stopped
at McDonald’s for breakfast your coffee and Egg
McMuffin. You assemble your plane then proceed to
spend the rest of the day flying until it is time to go
home. You then come back to that same table
because - that is where you left all of your gear - and
you proceed to clean up your airplane, disassemble,
pack up and go home! Sound familiar?
These tables were provided for the enjoyment and
use by all members and should primarily be used for
the assembly and dis-assembly of your aircraft and
making “minor” field repairs. This includes the large
metal table as well. One more request! Please wipe
them off when you are finished!
A big Thank You goes out to David Dewitt for putting
together the first IMAA “Giant Scale” Fun Fly that has
been held at the IRCC field in many years. This used
to be an annual event and I hope to see it become
one again. Even with the somewhat “breezy” day the
24 pilots that attended had a good time.
HOG PROBLEM – Yes it looks like we have another
issue with the local population. I have already made
arrangements to have them taken care of and if
things work out – we may have “pulled pork”
sandwiches at our next Family Day Event!
Until next month – that is all from The Flight Line!
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IRCC MEETING MINUTES
February 2014
Recorded by Ian Clark (Secretary)
The monthly meeting of the Imperial R/C
Club was brought to order on February 6th
2014 at 7:30 by President David Raff. A
motion was made and approved to accept
the minutes from the January meeting.

exactly when accidents happen! Safety is
something that can not be taken lightly and
it is up to all of us to keep on our toes. We
want to thank Mike for giving us this talk!

Instructors Report: New pilots are
keeping our instructors busy. Since
Christmas, we have had several people
inquire about intro-flight.

Visitors and New Members:

Past Events: NONE

New member Wayne Northcutt attended
his first meeting.

New Events: The IMAA event is on

Treasurers Report: According to Gary
Snyder the month of January looked good!
$ XXXX.XX was taken in for dues.
Expenditures for the month were normal
and the balance in the checking account
continues to grow.

Membership Report: As of the meeting
date we have 65 Adult members which is
up from 56 at the same time last year!

Field Maintenance Report: Saturday
February 8th has been set to do a little
clean-up at the field before the IMAA
Giant Scale event on the 15th!

Safety Report: Club member Mike
Vascellaro talked about the importance of
always having a “spotter” or flying buddy
with you on the flight line. His purpose
was to remind us that with the enjoyment
of our hobby there are some dangers that
can and will arise! He talked about an
incident that happened recently to a pilot
at a nearby flying club who was severely
injured (still in critical condition) when he
was struck by his own aircraft. We were
also reminded of an incident that
happened at last years Monster Planes
event when an alert “spotter” pushed a
pilot out of the way of an out-of-control
aircraft thereby saving him from injury.
Mike also talked about another severe
accident that he witnessed when a pilot
was starting his “UNRESTRAINED” aircraft
in which the airplane lunged forward when
it started, catching the individual hand in
the propeller. It is very easy to become
relaxed and complacent when we do the
same thing over and over again but that is

schedule for Saturday Feb. 15th. David
DeWitt is the CD and he reports that there
appears to be a lot of interest with the
larger plane crowd. This should be a low
manpower fun-fly.
Starting March 4 through March 9th the
Florida Jets event presented by Frank Tiano
will be at Paradise Field. Frank has had a
new paved runway installed. Paradise Field
is located off of Pipkin Road on the South
side of Lakeland Linder Airport. David
DeWitt will be asking for help manning this
event.
The Spring Pylon Race will be held at our
field March 21st – 23rd. This event is being
put on by Scott Smith. Scott will be needing
11 to 12 people each day to help him with
the event. Scott also reported that the
“unmanned” timing system is not quite
ready. It may be another 9 month in
development.
We have been invited back to take part in
the Plant City annual Planes, Trains and
Automobiles event. It has been moved to
the middle of May this year. Hopefully this
will eliminate the high winds that we have
experienced in the past. A motion was
made and passed for our club to participate
in this event again.

Sportsmanship Award: This month’s
award went to Mason Benfield. Mason was
responsible for the extra nice trimming done
to the runways last month.

50/50: Was won by Gary Snyder who
generously donated all back to the club!
A motion was made and accepted to close
the February meeting!

Academy of Model Aeronautics
National Model Aircraft
Safety Code
Effective January 1, 2014

A. GENERAL: A model aircraft is a non-human-carrying aircraft capable of
sustained flight in the atmosphere. It may not exceed limitations of this code
and is intended exclusively for sport, recreation, education and/or
competition. All model flights must be conducted in accordance with this
safety code and any additional rules specific to the flying site.
1. Model aircraft will not be flown:
(a) In a careless or reckless manner.
(b) At a location where model aircraft activities are prohibited.
2. Model aircraft pilots will:
(a) Yield the right of way to all man carrying aircraft.
(b) See and avoid all aircraft and a spotter must be used when
appropriate. AMA Document #540-D-See and Avoid Guidance.
(c) Not fly higher than approximately 400 feet above ground level
within three (3) miles of an airport, without notifying the airport
operator.
(d) Not interfere with operations and traffic patterns at any airport,
heliport or seaplane base except where there is a mixed use
agreement.
(e) Not exceed a takeoff weight, including fuel, of 55 pounds unless in
compliance with the AMA Large Model Aircraft program. (AMA
Document 520-A)
(f) Ensure the aircraft is identified with the name and address or
AMA number of the owner on the inside or affixed to the outside
of the model aircraft. (This does not apply to model aircraft flown
indoors).
(g) Not operate aircraft with metal-blade propellers or with gaseous
boosts except for helicopters operated under the provisions of AMA
Document #555.
(h) Not operate model aircraft while under the influence of alcohol or
while using any drug which could adversely affect the pilot’s ability to
safely control the model.
(i) Not operate model aircraft carrying pyrotechnic devices which
explode or burn, or any device which propels a projectile or drops any
object that creates a hazard to persons or property.

Exceptions:
*Free Flight fuses or devices that burn producing smoke and are
securely attached to the model aircraft during flight.
*Rocket motors (using solid propellant) up to a G-series size may be
used provided they remain attached to the model during flight. Model
rockets may be flown in accordance with the National Model Rocketry
Safety Code but may not be launched from model aircraft.
*Officially designated AMA Air Show Teams (AST) are authorized to
use devices and practices as defined within theTeam AMA Program
Document (AMA Document #718).
(j) Not operate a turbine-powered aircraft, unless in compliance with
the AMA turbine regulations. (AMA Document #510-A).
3. Model aircraft will not be flown in AMA sanctioned events, air shows
or model demonstrations unless:
(a) The aircraft, control system and pilot skills have successfully
demonstrated all maneuvers intended or anticipated prior to the
specific event.
(b) An inexperienced pilot is assisted by an experienced pilot.
4. When and where required by rule, helmets must be properly worn
and fastened. They must be OSHA, DOT, ANSI, SNELL or NOCSAE
approved or comply with comparable standards.
B. RADIO CONTROL (RC)
1. All pilots shall avoid flying directly over unprotected people, vessels,
vehicles or structures and shall avoid endangerment of life and property of
others.
2. A successful radio equipment ground-range check in accordance with
manufacturer’s recommendations will be completed before the first flight of a
new or repaired model aircraft.
3. At all flying sites a safety line(s) must be established in front of
which all flying takes place (AMA Document #706-Recommended Field
Layout):
(a) Only personnel associated with flying the model aircraft are
allowed at or in front of the safety line.
(b) At air shows or demonstrations, a straight safety line must be
established.
(c) An area away from the safety line must be maintained for
spectators.
(d) Intentional flying behind the safety line is prohibited.

4. RC model aircraft must use the radio-control frequencies currently
allowed by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). Only
individuals properly licensed by the FCC are authorized to operate
equipment on Amateur Band frequencies.
5. RC model aircraft will not operate within three (3) miles of any preexisting flying site without a frequency-management agreement (AMA
Documents # 922Testing for RF Interference; # 923- Frequency
Management Agreement)
6. With the exception of events flown under official AMA Competition
Regulations, excluding takeoff and landing, no powered model may be
flown outdoors closer than 25 feet to any individual, except for the pilot
and the pilot's helper(s) located at the flight line.
7. Under no circumstances may a pilot or other person touch a model
aircraft in flight while it is still under power, except to divert it from
striking an individual. This does not apply to model aircraft flown
indoors.
8. RC night flying requires a lighting system providing the pilot with a
clear view of the model’s attitude and orientation at all times.
9. The pilot of a RC model aircraft shall:
(a) Maintain control during the entire flight, maintaining visual contact
without enhancement other than by corrective lenses prescribed for the
pilot.
(b) Fly using the assistance of a camera or First-Person View (FPV)
only in accordance with the procedures outlined in AMA Document
#550.
C. CONTROL LINE
1. The complete control system (including the safety thong where applicable)
must have an inspection and pull test prior to flying.
2. The pull test will be in accordance with the current Competition
Regulations for the applicable model aircraft category.
3. Model aircraft not fitting a specific category shall use those pull-test
requirements as indicated for Control Line Precision Aerobatics.
4. The flying area must be clear of all utility wires or poles and a model
aircraft will not be flown closer than 50 feet to any above-ground electric
utility lines.
5. The flying area must be clear of all nonessential participants and
spectators before the engine is started.

The March club meeting
will be held on Saturday

March 1st 2014

at the IRCC Flying Field
starting at 9:00AM!

