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Since 1978, the voice of the Imperial R/C Club

THE FLIGHT LINE
By David Raff – President

I learned a very important “life lesson” recently
while recuperating from surgery. It appears that
you just don’t heal as quickly at age 57 as you do
at 43. Who knew?
Thank you to everyone that checked on me to
see how I was doing. The procedure went well
and I hope to be back to full duties soon!
I would like each of you to take a moment and
glance at the top header of this newsletter –
specifically the line “Since 1978, the voice of the
Imperial Radio Control Club”.
It has been said, that the newsletter of this or any
organization for that matter is the single most
valuable information tool available. It is the
lifeblood of communication between club
members and a chronological history of events
that have taken place over the ages for all to
view and share. Think about it! This newsletter
has been in publication now for over 36 years
providing information to the membership and
telling the story of our club - Amazing!
I have received several compliments on the
format, layout & content since assuming the role
of Newsletter Editor back in January and they are
very much appreciated. I am lucky to have had a
little graphic arts design experience in the past
and I guess some of it stuck! I was also very
fortunate that some of the ground work had
already been done for me by the previous editors
– Thank You John & Christine.
Something that must be kept in mind is that this
newsletter is for and about you the members of
this great club. It should contain information that
you find of interest and not simply a one-sided,
one persons view on what goes into it! There
are so many different aspects of interest in this
hobby and our members cross over every one!

www.ImperialRCClub.com

From helicopters to pylon racing, pattern to scale,
control line to sailplanes, gasoline to electrics
and everything else in between. I think that it
would be great for the club as a whole to see and
read what its members are doing and what is
happening in the hobby - in addition to what goes
on at our own field.
Hints & Tips on how to do things differently or
easier are always welcomed and yes, even
articles on how “not to do something” are open to
submission! We have so many new members
just getting into this game and those that have
been around a long time and made a few (how
can I put this delicately) MISTAKES along the
way can be of help to them. Of course there is
always that “something new” item that one of you
may be trying out for the first time that others
may be interested in as well.
At the meeting last month, a request was made
asking for anyone that may have a topic or article
that they would like to share to please submit.
Our club treasurer Gary Snyder was the first to
step up and Gary’s entry on “Adding a Gyro to an
Airplane Rudder to Solve Ground Looping” can
be found on page 3. This is a great little article
on what I am sure others in the club will be very
interested in reading about. It is also a very good
example of the type of information that can be a
benefit to all of us. Trust me, you do not have to
be an accomplished writer and it does not need
to be three pages long. A picture (we all like
pictures) and a few words can go a long, long
way!
Until next month – that is all from the Flight Line!

The next IRCC club meeting will
be held on Thursday

May 8th 2014
at FTE starting at 7:30 PM.
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IRCC MEETING MINUTES
April 2014
Recorded by Ian Clark (Secretary)
The April meeting of the Imperial R/C Club
was brought to order by President David
Raff at 9:00 am. A motion was made and
passed to accept the minutes of the March
2014 meeting.

Visitors and New Members:
We wish to welcome two new members,
Rick DeWolf and Scotty Smithwick!

Treasurers Report: Our club started the
new year with $xxxx.xx in the checking
account. We now have $XXXX.XX! The
month of March was very generous to our
treasury. With new dues, Frank Tiano and
Florida Jets, Scott Smith’s pylon race, our
50/50 drawing, T-shirt sales and the raffle
at F/J run by Wally Sundey we had a very
good month. Our expenses were very
usual for the month.

Membership Report: Our head count is
now at 73 open members. Last year we
were at 68 at this time.

Field Maintenance Report: The cable
has been purchased and is now available
to allow us to connect the generator to
our building. David Raff has access to a
trencher and we will have a “clean-up” day
during which we will bury the cable. We
will schedule the work day after our Family
Day. At that time we will also clean up the
front area around the fence and trim the
runway areas.
Thank You goes out to Jerry Ruthven for
getting the club two new batteries for the
west charging station. It was felt that
during the pylon race weekend, the station
got an extraordinary amount of usage,
causing the batteries to fail.
Club member Don Lapointe suggested that
we take the parking spot directly in front
of the ramped entrance and reserve for
handicap access. We will need to rework
the entrance as it is chained off at this
time.

Safety Report: There were no reported
events for the month of March.

Newsletter: We are looking for
contributing articles for the newsletter!
Any and all aspects of the hobby (helicopter
– pylon – pattern – sailplane – jets etc.)
would be welcome.

Past Events: Our club once again was
invited to work the flight line and crowd
control at Florida Jets. Even with Thursday
being a wash, the event was very successful.
The pilots really enjoyed the new runway. It
has a very smooth surface and the smaller
wheels on some of the jets did very well on
it. The Southern 500 Pylon Race put on by
Scott Smith and Rick Ruede was also a
success! It was reported that there were 69
pilots registered. This year displayed a new
class of electric racers. They put on a great
show with great speeds and almost no
noise.

New Events: On Saturday April 12th our
club is having a family day at the field.
Cooking will be done by Larry Loucks. We
only ask people to bring a covered dish to go
with the hamburgers & hot dogs.
Top Gun – April 30th to May 4th at Paradise
Field in Lakeland. Volunteers will be needed
for this very prestigious event. Please find
some time to help. All our good efforts help
make our club a success! Contact: David
DeWitt.
Planes, Trains & Automobiles – May 17th at
the Plant City Airport. Hosted by the Plant
City Chamber of Commerce. This is the
fourth year of this fun filled event and the
4th time the IRCC has been invited to
represent the R/C aspect of aviation with
flight demonstrations and static display!
Contact: David Raff

Old Business: None brought up.
New Business: Now that the pipe has
been cleared the gate combination has been
changed. All “current” IRCC members
should have received the new access code.
George Nauck spoke about the late Bill
Thompson. George has agreed to help
Susan (Bill’s wife) make sure that Bill’s
airplanes and equipment find good homes.
A silent “sealed bid” auction will be held
with offers going to George. Winners will be
announced at Family Day.

IRCC MEETING MINUTES (Cont.)
A motion was made and passed for the club to purchase another TV for the raffle at Top Gun. Wally once again
volunteered to host the raffle.
Because the city of Mulberry lost one of its own in the Ft. Hood shooting, Don Lapointe requested we lower the flag to half
mast for 30 days to honor Sgt. Ferguson. It has been done!
Scotty & Maureen Smithwick donated two tickets to the Sun & Fun fly-in. They were given to deserving people.
Shelly Smith suggested the club pour a concrete slab with post large enough to hold back some of the large airplanes. He
will get some pictures to show us how they work.

Sportsmanship Award: Wally Sundey and Team (including Dennis Peterson & George Nauck) for the outstanding job
done on the raffle at Florida Jets.

50/50: Was won by Ron Wyncoop.
At 9:50 a motion was made and passed to close the meeting!

Adding a Gyro to an Airplane Rudder to Solve Ground Looping
By: Gary Snyder
Providing gyro stability to any of the primary airplane flight surfaces seems to becoming more
popular. Long in use in the helicopter arena, gyros are increasingly being used now in jets and
even in propeller driven aircraft.
In my Christen Eagle biplane, ground looping was a major problem and take-offs were difficult.
David Dewitt suggested I add a gyro to the rudder servo to solve this problem. The gyro senses any
yaw movement and immediately adjusts the rudder to compensate. The gyro reacts much faster
than your thumb can.
I found a gyro designed for airplane use at
Horizon Hobby. This gyro was a JR G370A.
Installation was easy. Just plug the gyro into
the receiver rudder channel, plug the rudder
servo into the gyro, and plug the gyro gain
lead into the receiver aux 2 channel. This
provides low and high gyro gain adjustable
during flight. You can also switch the gyro
off during flight if you wish.
How did it work? Amazing!!
Five take offs straight down the runway. I’m still experimenting with the gyro “on or off” during
landing. If you’d also like to install a gyro, give me a call.
Gary – (863) 514-0127

Here is a little story that I thought was worth sharing! By: David Raff
We all know that the Imperial Radio Control Club (AMA Charter Club # 727) has been around for a very
long time. And some of our current members have also been around a long time, for some A REALLY
LONG TIME! Something that you might find surprising though, is so are some of the airplanes!
A few months ago I received a phone call from Leonard Postage asking if I could meet with him. I of
course agreed and arranged to meet him at his house one afternoon. Leonard proceeded to show me
a few of his prized possessions including some of the awards he has received over the many years of
being in the hobby. He then told me the reason that he wanted to meet.
You may remember a few months back I was tinkering with a somewhat older, blue and white high wing
airplane at the field. I was having a little difficulty getting the engine to start and a few of the club
members came over to help. I really believe that their curiosity had gotten the better of them trying to
figure out two things. One, what kind of engine is on this thing and two - what in the world was I doing
with it. It was not electric – and it has an 82” wingspan!
The airplane, called a “ROBINHOOD” is patterned after
the “Curtiss Robin J1” full scale and was built by Leonard
approximately 27+ years ago. The engine, a TARTAN
SERIE T7G is an Italian made glow powered in the 120
two stroke class. After a little TLC and richening up the
carburetor quite a bit, we were finally able to get it to
turn over. Two tanks later - she was purring like a kitten.
I even had the opportunity to fly this plane at the IMAA
event this past February. What really made the day
special was the fact that Leonard showed up at the field
that day and there was his airplane on the flight line.
I asked him if he would like to be my spotter for the next flight and with a big smile immediately said yes!
We started her up and proceeded to taxi out to the runway. After lining up on the centerline I started a
slow throttle up, reached take off speed, pulled back on the elevator just a little and up she went. I
looked over at Leonard and he was grinning from ear to ear seeing his airplane back in the air after so
many years. A few passes around the field, a touch & go and a loop later she gracefully settled in for a
picture perfect landing (I don’t think that I could duplicate it again if I tried) and I heard Leonard make the
comment – “Just the way I remembered”!

Leonard & his “Robinhood” at the 2014 IMAA Event!

This bird has a history of it’s own within the IRCC.
Leonard used to fly this airplane at all of the
events held at the field many, many years ago
carrying an American Flag while the national
anthem was played. He said that he would then
switch it out for a rebel flag for the “southern
boys”. He also has it set-up to carry a towable
banner behind it as well as a drop door for candy
drops. He even had it set up to take aerial
photographs with a 35mm camera! If you missed
it at the IMAA event not to worry as you will be
seeing more of it. You see, the reason Leonard
wanted to talk to me in the first place - was to
donate this piece of IRCC history to the club.
From all of us Thank You Leonard!

The next IRCC club meeting will
be held on Thursday

May 8th 2014
at FTE starting at 7:30 PM.
Be sure to bring a chair!

4th ANNUAL
PLANES, TRAINS & AUTOMOBILES
Hosted by the
Plant City Chamber of Commerce
Your participation in the IRCC Static Display & Flight
Demonstrations entitles you to:
Free Admission to the Event! (Includes parking)
Access to all exhibits and displays!
The opportunity to “Show Off” your aircraft &
flying skills in front of 3500+ spectators!
A chance to win one of three trophies in the
“Peoples Choice Award” for best R/C Aircraft!
Promote interest and help introduce others to the
hobby of radio control aircraft!

