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It’s Time For Some  

Since 1978, the voice of the Imperial R/C Club 

A PLANE VIEW 
By Mike Zellars – President 

 

Hello Everyone and welcome to Fall! 
 

I would like to start out by thanking everyone for 
your understanding on finally just cancelling the 
September meeting altogether. It was obvious 
that the vast majority of club membership just 
had real life stuff going on due to the hurricane. 
 

With that said, I am hoping life has returned to 
normal for everyone and maybe you have been 
able to make it out to the field for a much-
deserved decompression fun outing! 
 

A quick reminder that the October meeting is 10-
7 at 9am.  Nominations for next year’s officers 
will be announced with the official vote in 
November. If you have interest in serving this 
club, it’s not too late to throw your name in the 
hat, just zip me an email. 
 

Also at this October meeting we will be voting on 
a new policy to do with the sailplanes. Thanks to 
Steve and Mike, I think we came up with a great 
way to incorporate the launching of sailplanes in 
a safe and productive manner. I really appreciate 
the effort in coming up with the policy, I am sure 
the club will approve. 
 

Finally, FTE’s 12 o’clock event is in just a couple 
weeks. I know several club members are going to 
participate which is awesome. The club will have 
very limited duties as the event does not call for 
IRCC to assist in the flight line control aspect of 
the event.  
 
Whether participating as a pilot of not, please 
come on out and enjoy watching and seeing 
these warbirds! 
 
Until the meeting, be safe and have fun. 
 
 

 

IRCC MEETING MINUTES  
August 2017 
Recorded by  

Ian Clark - Secretary 
 

The August monthly meeting of the Imperial R/C 
Club was called to order at 9:00 am by President 
Mike Zellars.  A motion was made and passed to 
accept the July minutes as posted in the club 
newsletter, Propwash. 
 

Visitors and New Members: We have one new 
junior member, Jayden Clark.  There were no 
visitors present. 
 

Treasurers Report: Dan Hudson reported that all 
bills are current and we have a positive balance in 
the checking account.  Any club member is welcome 
to see Dan and look over the checkbook. 

Membership Report: We have a total of 125 
members of which 112 are voting members. 

Field Maintenance Report: Wayne Pontius 
reported that we have a big boar hog tearing up the 
property.  Jim Giallombardo has patched holes near 
the west end of the runway. 

Safety Report: Richard Moffatt suggested that we 
set fail-safes on our radios.  If there is a loss of signal 
we don’t want the plane just flying away out of 
control.  It was also mentioned that anyone 
assembling an ARF airplane, go over it very carefully 
to make sure the firewall is properly attached and 
all control surfaces have adequate glue connecting 
them. 

 
 

Since the September meeting was cancelled due 
to the weather, there were no Meeting Minutes to 
post. 

In addition, the August minutes were not able to 
be approved.  Therefore, the minutes from the 
August meeting are once again posted for 
review.  A motion to accept will be made at the 
October meeting. 
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IRCC MEETING MINUTES  
 (Continued) 

 
 

New Business: Mike Vascellaro requested permission to fly sailplanes in the 
afternoon when the field is not in use.  This requires the pilots to stand north of 
the runway to be able to see them and have better control.  A motion was made 
and after a discussion, it was tabled for clarification.  Mike plans on presenting it 
next meeting when it can be voted on. 
 

Future Events: The Golden Age of Flying meet scheduled in November is 
moving along smoothly.  We just had an airplane kit donated. 
 

Sportsmanship Award: Bill Pawl received this month’s award for fixing the 
“Spectator” seating benches. 
 

Plane of The Month: President Mike Zellars brought his 1.5 scale Corsair.  The 
kit was from Composite ARF INC.  He started the build in January of this year.  
Mason Benfield also put in a lot of time and effort finishing the body work and 
some of the electric features.  The plane has a 250 cc Moki radial engine with 
electric start, a sliding canopy, and full navigation lights.  The total weight is 53.6 
lbs. with a wingspan of 110 inches. 

 
 
 
50/50: Wally Sundey collected a total of $128.  The split was $64 to the winner 
and $64 to the club.  Gary Snyder had the winning ticket.  He donated his share 
to the club.  

A motion was made and passed to close the August meeting at 9:25. 

 
 
 

 
 

The next meeting of the  

Imperial Radio Control Club will be held on 

SATURDAY OCTOBER 7th  
at the field starting at 9:00AM 
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PROPOSED SAILPLANE SAFETY & FLIGHT POLICY 

There was a short discussion during the August meeting, brought about by the concerns of some of the members in 
reference to the safety of the operation of “non-powered” sailplanes at the IRCC field.  The basis for this was the 
current way these sailplanes, which must employ a lifting device such as a motorized winch or “Hi-Start” to become 
airborne is being done.   Because of the length of line needed to get the craft to a high enough altitude in hopes of 
“catching” a thermal, these devices must be run the length of the field on an east / west trajectory and set up north of 
the runway so as not to interfere or run the risk of damage to either an aircraft or the winch lines themselves.   While 
none of this is an issue, the concerns brought up had to do with the position of the sailplane pilot(s) after the launch 
had been made. 

Currently, the pilot(s) continues to stand in a spot close to the center on either the far east or far west end of the field 
to fly the aircraft until the flight is over.  This obviously puts this individual in harm’s way as they are in the active flight 
zone for powered aircraft. 

The discussion was “tabled” temporarily until a clearly defined Sailplane Flight Policy could be drafted.  Below is the 
proposed policy as requested.  Please take a few moments to review as this will be presented for approval at the 
September meeting. 

Sailplane winch / histart activity at IRCC  
 
Sailplane flying has been safely and seamlessly integrated into flying activities at IRCC since the 1970's. 
Sailplane launching requires that launch lines be oriented in a predominantly east/west manner. The field provides 
the needed space in that direction. North /South is not possible. 
 

1. No sailplane launch lines will cross or infringe on the paved runway. 
 

2. All sailplane launch activities will be set up well to the North of the runway at a distance the will minimize or 
eliminate any interaction between powered aircraft and tow lines. 
 

3. Sailplane pilots will give deference to powered aircraft that are in takeoff or landing mode by delaying launch. 
 

4. No sailplane will be launched if appears that the powered plane remains in a flight pattern in the area that 
the launch will likely fly through. 

 

5. Prior to setting out launch equipment, sailplane pilots will advise all present that he will be doing so. 
 

6. The nature of sailplane flying places its activities later in the day, typically when powered aircraft flying is at a 
minimum or nonexistent. 

 

7. Sailplane / thermal flying is naturally limited to days when weather is conducive to creation of natural 
convective lift. 

 

8. Equipment is delivered and or picked up by vehicle to its place of use usually in close proximity to the fences 
on the extreme east or west side of the field. No vehicles remain there, they are promptly returned to the 
parking area. 

 

9. Sailplane pilots will employ an audible indication that a launch will commence. The launch phase will normally 
take no more than 30-40 seconds. 
 

10. Once the sailplane has successfully launched, the pilot will move to one of two flight stations to complete the 
flight.  One will be located at the far east of the field and the other at the far west.  Both located behind 
(southside) of the main runway. 
 

 
 
 



  

ARTICLE IV; Officers, Board of Directors, Executive Committee 
 

A. Responsibilities:  The responsibilities of the Officers are to oversee that the club goals and vision of its members are carried out, and 
that the rules and policies (By-laws) are followed by all members.  The elected officers are to provide an example to the members, and 
are not to be set apart and beyond reproach. 
B. Board of Directors:  The Board of Directors shall consist of no less than three (3) members plus the current President. The 
Directors are to be elected for a three (3) year term by the club membership. The Board of Directors shall meet at least once per year 
and are responsible to evaluate the club’s goals, objectives and vision, and to verify that the club is being operated in accordance with 
the Articles of Incorporation and By-Laws.  Minutes of this meeting shall be kept and placed in the Corporate Minutes Book.  
C. Executive Committee:  The Executive Committee shall consist of all Officers and Directors of the club. The Executive Committee shall 
meet at least yearly and is responsible to approve financial budgets, propose club policy, and handle routine operational matters. In 
addition, the Executive Committee shall coordinate all grievance and disciplinary procedures. The Executive Committee may authorize up 
to $300.00 in addition to the President’s spending authority of $200.00 ($500.00 total). Any club member may attend Executive 
Committee meetings with a request to the President but cannot participate in the discussion. 
D. Term of Office: The President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer are to be elected for a one (1) year term by the club 
membership. The Directors are to be elected for a three (3) year term by the club membership. Officers shall serve from the first (1st) 
day of January to the last day of December through the calendar year following their election. A Director shall serve from the first (1st) 
day of January to the last day of December for three (3) consecutive years following election. Directors may not succeed themselves, or 
fill un-expired terms until a period of one year has passed after serving as a director. 
 
       

Duties: The duties of the executive officers are as follows: 

 

   1. The President shall: 

    a. Preside at all club meetings. 
    b. Appoint committee chairmen. 
    c. Have the Authority to spend up to $200.00 between meetings.    
    d. Have the authority to sign checks in the Treasurers’ absence. 
 

   2. The Vice President shall: 

    a. Preside at club meetings when the President is absent. 
    b. Perform duties as assigned by the president. 
 

   3. The Secretary shall: 

    a. Keep minutes of all club meetings. 
    b. Maintain a file of all club records. 
    c. Handle club correspondence when so directed by the president. 
    d. Take over the duties of Treasurer in the event the Treasurer is unable to perform his duties. 
 

   4. The Treasurer shall: 

    a. Keep adequate records of income, expenses, and treasury balance. 
    b. Collect and be responsible for the safe keeping of all club dues, fees and other monies. 
    c. Make all authorized disbursements consistent with the yearly budget. 
    d. Establish a yearly budget to be approved by the Executive Committee. 

e.  Any current member of the Imperial R/C Club, Inc. may request to view the financial records and    
arrangements will be made through the President. 

   

E. Appointed Officers:     The president shall have the authority to appoint special officers to govern aspects of the club operations. Some 
such officers are safety officer, chief flight instructor, field maintenance officer, newsletter editor, and webmaster. However, he may 
appoint other officers, as he sees fit or the need arises, to conduct normal club business.  
 

 

It is once again that time of year that we need to start looking at the members who will be leading the Imperial 
Radio Control Club in the new year.  The selection for the positions of President, Vice-President, Secretary and 
Treasurer must be voted on at the November meeting.  In addition, there will be one open seat on the Board of 
Directors to be filled.  Anyone who has been a member in good standing with the AMA and IRCC for at least the 
past twelve months may have their name submitted for consideration of any one of these positions.  Below is the 
overview for each of these positions as well as their terms of office.   
 

NOW IS THE TIME FOR ALL GREAT MEN TO COME TO THE LEADERSHIP OF THEIR RC CLUB! 
 



 

 

  

 

IN MEMORY 

Just 

Because! 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter Articles 
Needed! 

Have something of interest that 
you would like to share. Please 

forward to the editor at 

 raff7113@msn.com  
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