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It’s Time For Some  

Since 1978, the voice of the Imperial R/C Club 

A PLANE VIEW 
By Mike Zellars – President 

 

Howdy all. By the time you will be reading this, 
June will be around the corner and I would like to 
start this article off by saying stay safe with the 
hot weather coming! This includes sun screen 
and fluids. I can tell you from first-hand 
experience how both can creep up on you FAST. 
So enjoy the flying but as always do it safely. 

Speaking of safety, we have had an excellent 
record lately with very few to none “near misses”. 
Every member can pat themselves on the back 
for this. On another note, I have mentioned it at 
the club meeting and membership email, but 
please, please pay attention to locking the gate 
up if you are last to leave. We have had multiple 
incidents recently where it has been found wide 
open which can cause more problems than I 
have room to list here. It just takes a couple 
seconds so please be aware. 

Okay, on to more fun stuff. It was reported and 
confirmed that this year’s TOP Gun was the 
clubs best ever. The raffle, led by Wally and 
gang, was out of this world and the members that 
volunteered to do whatever was needed was 
great!  Special thanks goes to the flight line boys. 
It was hot with very little breeze and some of you 
were out there every day. Despite having the 
walking pneumonia and Doctors orders to rest, I 
was able to make it out for three half days before 
the drugs and sun sent me back to bed each day. 
Even at that, I had a great time. Where else can 
you just hang with a large group of people who 
“get the passion” of this wonderful hobby. And 
finally it can’t go without saying none of this could 
be possible without Frank Tiano and the trust he 
has in our club to help his event go smoothly. 
Thanks Frank! 

As an update to last month’s article on my Raid 
Hot Mama P-47 rebuild. I am happy to say that I 
have been able to put all the paint back on after 

Mason’s miracle wing re-build and she looks the 
same as the day she first flew!  Just waiting for 
the right day and available time and up she will 
go again.  

Here is a pic of the “freshly” redone P-47. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

As far as my 1/3 
Stearman project 
that I promised for 
the November 
Golden Age event, I 
had to take a hiatus 
while down with the 
pneumonia but I am 
back at it and happy 
to report I just about 
got both top and 
bottom wings 
framed up. It’s 
never until you put 
the full wing 
together that you 
have the realization 
moment “this thing 
is BIG”! I can’t wait. 

See you at the field 
and let’s continue 
enjoying the fun of 
this great hobby! 
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have had a couple incidences where 
the gate was left open after all flyers 
left.  It is imperative that the last person 
out lock it.  This is for safety and to 
protect our equipment. 
 

Instructors Report: Terry Crosby 
reported that most of his students have 
gone north for the summer.  He is 
ready to help new students.  Jeff 
Hughes stepped up and volunteered to 
be an instructor. 
 

New Business:  Mike Zellars 
mentioned that all the help we got by 
club members at Top Gun was well 
appreciated.  
The club event, The IRCC Golden Age 
Fun Fly, will be in the fall.  Because 
some of these airplanes require a lot of 
assembly at the field, the club is 
looking in to providing a tent for the 
safety and overnight security. 
 

Sportsmanship Award: Bob Doherty 
was nominated for his work on the 
flight line.  Bob has stepped up at 
these events and spent lots of time 
helping make the line run smoothly.           
 

Plane Of The Month: Mark Durkac 
showed his Goldberg anniversary Cub 
kit that he built.  He covered it in the L4 
version which the military used.  It is 
powered with an .80 Saito engine. He 
announced he would fly it! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
50/50: This month Larry McNeil won 
the big jackpot and gave all but $10.00 
(tickets for next month) back to the 
club. 
 

A motion was made and passed to 
close the May monthly meeting at 
11:23am 
 
 

 

IRCC MEETING MINUTES 
May 2016 

Recorded by Secretary - Ian Clark  
 

The monthly meeting of the Imperial R/C 
Club was brought to order on May 7, 
2016 by President Mike Zellars.  A 
motion was made and passed to accept 
the minutes of the April meeting as 
published in Propwash, the club 
newsletter. 
 

Visitors and New Members: We are 

pleased to announce two new members, 
Tommy Dean and Larry Durham.                            

  
Treasurers Report: The raffle at Top 
Gun was run by Wally Sundey.  His 
team did a wonderful job, raising the 
largest net profit we have ever had.  The 
top prize was an F-86 electric jet that 
Gary Snyder got through Motion R/C for 
half price.  Mason Benfield did the job of 
assembling it. It drew a lot of attention at 
Top Gun.  We also would like to thank 
Frank Tiano for helping the club with the 
cost of a flight simulator and for the use 
of his tents for the raffle.  
The balance in the club’s checking 
account has risen to an amount where it 
was recommended we move some of 
the funds out of it.  After checking with 
the bank, the board of directors decided 
to put $xxxx.xx in an interest bearing 
checking account. It was decided that if 
we put it in a CD we could not touch it 
for several years without a substantial 
penalty.   
  

Membership Report: Our headcount for 
May brings us up to 126 members. 
 

Field Maintenance Report: Mark 
Durkac reported that the doors on the 
tractor storage shed have started to sag 
and therefore, difficult to open.  He is 
researching what is needed to repair or 
replace them. 
Jim Giallombardo has been doing a lot 
of the mowing with Gary Snyder backing 
him up as needed.  The field looks 
great! 
 

Safety Report: Top Gun went on very 
well.  Although there were a few 
crashes, they occurred out in the flying 
area and no one was involved.  We  
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Here are the lucky winners of the 
IRCC Raffle held at this year’s Top 

Gun event! 

TOP: Wayne Lane was the winner of the 
40” Flat Screen TV! 
 

TOP RIGHT: Dave Austin won the Real 
Flight 7.5 Computer Flight Simulator. 
 

RIGHT: Clinton Tarbox was the recipient of 
the “FREEWING” F-86 and radio system. 
 

BOTTOM: Terry Luke won the Aries “RTF” 
Ultra Micro Trainer. 
 

BOTTOM RIGHT: Thom Burton took home 
the “Heli-Max” AXE 100 CX Helicopter! 



 

  

 

 

 

 
 



 



  



  



 
 

  

Many of you will remember seeing the proceeding story in the September 2015 edition 
of PROPWASH.  A big part of the trip to Texas to meet Jacquie and show her the 
airplane Robert patterned after the “full-scale” that she flew, was to be able to give her 
a chance to fly her airplane once again - even if it was only 46% of the original size. 

Unfortunately, circumstances prevented that from happening however, after finding 
out the Jacquie was going to be flying at the 2016 Sun-N-Fun event, Robert invited her 
down to the IRCC field and was able to put her “at the controls” with the aid of a buddy-
box.  The day was picture perfect with a somewhat light breeze out of the west and 
clear blue skies.  Here are a few pictures taken that day! 

  

  

A quick rundown on the radio operation…. And were off!! 

Article Update! 

Jacquie at the controls! Post Flight Re-cap with Robert, Jacquie 
& Mason Benfield.  



    
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

THE NEXT IRCC CLUB MEETING 
WILL BE   

SATURDAY  
JUNE 4th 2016 

AT THE FIELD STARTING AT 
11:00 AM! 

“GLOW” Fuel 

10% - $17.00 gal. / 15% - $17.50 gal. 

 

 

 

The Imperial Radio Control Club would like to thank the following companies for 
their sponsorship by way of their gracious donations  

(in-part or whole) of the prizes given away at our raffle held at  

“TOP GUN” 2016! 


